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pounds that will be raised. While sweeps
are countenanced, we shonld be allowed to
take advantage of the position and raise
additional funds from them.

Hon. J. Cornell: That is certainly the
policy of a Qesperado.

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: That does not
mean to say that we will manufacture
sweep promoters, as has been suggested.

Hon. E. H. Harris: They will erop up
like mushrooms,

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: They will not be
allowed. Permits have heen given for a
few sweeps to be condueted between now
and the 31st December, Before that time
has elapsed, a proper scheme will be estab-
lished that will give the Government ade-
quate conirol. I again refer to a point I
mentioned earlier, when I said that we
cannot tax the people into prosperity.
Those that we are taxing are those who
can indulge in pleasure seeking.

Hon. J. Cornell: At a bob a ticket.

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: The price of the
ticket is immaterial. When we have re-
gard to the total amounts involved, it will
be seen that in the aggregate the value is
high. A tax upon what is regarded as a
luxury is different from the imposition of
a tax upon the whole community. The
moment we tax the whole of the com-
munity, we withdraw from circulation
money that eould be put to much better
use. To members who voice that opinion,
I say that if we persist in taxing the peo-
ple, we cannot bring down the cost of pro-
duetion.

Hon. W. J. Mann: We are eonsidering
iaxing measures every day.

The MINISTER JFOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPFPLIES: BRBut they are not
designed to take money out of the pockets
of the people and interfere with industry.

Hon. W. J. Manon: They are not putting
money into the pockets of the people.

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES: The hospitals bill
is the one exception. The Bill under dis-
cussion has certainly had a mixed recep-
tion, but members might well consent to
put the Government in & position to collect
a few thousand pounds from sweeps until
next session, when we shall be prepared to
submit a measure which I am sure will re-
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ceive the approbation of Parliement, and
which will place sweeps in a much more
satisfactory posifion than they are in to-
day.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 10
Noes 1
Majority against 1
AYES,
Hon, . F. Baxter Hon. G. W. Miles
Hon, V. Hamaersley Hon, 8ir C. Nathan
Hon. A. Lovekin Hon. E. Rose
Hon. J. M. Macfarlane| Hon. H. Stewart
Hon, W, J. Mann Hon. G. A. Kempton
(Teller.)
NoEs,
Hon. F. W. Allsop Hon. J, J, Holmes
Hon. J. Cornell Hon, W. H. Kitson
Hon. J. M. Drow Hon, J. Nicholson
Hon, G. Fraser Hon, H. Sedden
Hon. E. H. H, Hall Hon. E. H. Gray
Hon. E, H. Harris {Teller).

Question thus negatived; Bill defeated.

House adjourned at 9.5 p.m.

Aegislative Rssembly,

Tuesdey, 25th November, 1930.
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FARMFERS' DEBTS ADJUSTMENT
BILL SELECT COMMITTEE.

Egxtension of time.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
T. A. L. Davy—West Perth) [438]: T
move—

That the time for bringing up the scleet com-
mittee’s report be extended till Thursday, the
27th November.

1 should like to tell members that the com-
mittee have made very good progress. We
have sat continucusly since being appointed,
and have completed the evidence We are
now engaged in framing cerfain amendments
to the measure, which we hope we shall he
ready to present to the House next Thurs-
day.

Qnuestion put and passed.

BILLS (3)—THIRD READING.
1, Entertainments Tax Act Amendment.
2, Fricudly Societies Act Amendment.

3, Land Aect Amendment.
Transmitted to the Council.

BILL—HOUSING TRUST.
Standing Orders Suspension.

On motion by the Premier, Standing
Orders suspended to permit of the Bill pass-
ing its remaining stages at this sitting,

Report.
Report of Committee adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil.

BILL—HOSPITAL FUND (CONTRIBU-
TIONS).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 20th November.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [4.453]:
I suppose very little can be done fo retard
the imposition of this tax. It is evident
from the discussion on a Bill which passed
this Chamber some time ago that Govern-
ment supporters are determined thaf this
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measure shall become law. I would not bav
raised so much objection to it were it -no
for its all-embracing character. A larg
section of the community has for years in
sured against the cost of hospital treal
ment, and paid away large sums for tha
purpose. These people have financed thea
bospitals and done a great deal toward
helping themselves. There are others, how
ever, who bave done nothing whatever i
this direction. They have been utierly in
different to their own welfare, and have bee
of no assistance whatever to the Governmen
in the matfer of the cost of hospital main
tenanee, If this tax was designed to appl
to those indifferent persoms, I would no
so mpech mind it, but it will be impose
equally upon those who have been payin
out as much as £5 a year towards the sup
port of their local institutions. To tax peu
ple, who are already generons, to the ex
tent of 1%4d. in the pound on the wages the
earn is to duplicate the tax they already paj
whereas the others will be taxed only on th
basis of 11%d. in the pound. The Bill will
therefore, hit the generous section of th
community as well as those who are indif
ferent.

Mr, Munsie: They will also have to con
tinne to pay for their hospital freatmen
just the same,.

Mr. MARSHALL: Those who are now in
suring themselves against hospital treat
ment are paying as much as 2s, 2d. a week
and these will be hit doubly hard. Throug!
their voluntary eontributions they have mad
it possible to keep a doctor in their centre
and to relieve the Government of a grea
deal of responsibility. If they wan
free hospital treatment to go on, they wil
have to continue paying 2s. 2d. o week
on top of the special fax that is fo bhe im
posed upon them. TIn addition to helpin:
themselves, they are also assisting in th
maintenance of the sick and indigent per
sons living in their eentres. Wotwithstand
ing their generosity the only consideratio
the Government infend to mete out to then
is to put them on the same basis as thos
who have done nothing to maintain an;
hospital. In Committee I am going to mow
an amendment to reduce the tax unless th
the Minister will agree to some method by
which the people I speak of are renderec
exempt from paying the tax. I cannot se
what is in the Minister’s mind that he shoult
increase the financial burdens upen thos
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who are already doing so mueh for them-
selves. The measure that was brought down
by the previous Government went a long
way towards the exemption of these peo-
Ple, but the Jlinister now proposes to
put on the same level those who are
helping themselves and those who are
doing nething., Tt is grossly unfair to bring
down an all-embracing tax of this nature.
On the goldfields it is one of the conditions
of employment that the workers shall con-
tribute to the local hospital fund. Large
sums of money have been raised by these
weekly subseriptions, but I fear the people
will resent the tax so much that they wiil
allow the whole burden to fall upon the
shoulders of the Government. Contributors
will not tolerate this tax to the exient of
keeping up their voluntary contributions.
‘When people are coerced into paying out
money in the way proposed there is always
a tendeney on their part to avoid payment.
Surely in the eircumstances a little recip-
rocity might have been expected on the part
of the Government to the end that some
exemption would be provided for the com-
munities on whose behalf I am speaking.
In Wikina, for instanee, the voluntary con-
tributions used to be at the rate of 6d. a
week, but they have now risen to 25 2d.
Despite this, the Government want to get
further moneys out of them.

Mr., Willeock: And the men are all get-
ting over £230 a year.

Mr. MARSHALL: They cannot hope to
secure free treatment under the Bill because
they are all drawing ahove the amount of
exemption. I do not know why the Min-
ister sticks so firmly to this measure. He
should he only too glad to encourage those
who are already helping themselves. With-
out the contributions they have for ;ears
made to the Treasury, the Government
would have been obliged to find the defic-
iency from Consolidated Revenune, FPartic-
ularly would they have been obliged to put
up sufficient funds as a guarantee for the
local doctors.

Mr. Withers: The public will not go on
contributing on a voluntary basis.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is so.

The Minister for Health: What are those
people contributing now?

Mr. MARSHALL: They are firding up
to 2s. 2d. a week,

The Minister for Health: Not for hospi-
tals; for doctors.
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Mr. Munsie: For hospitals and doctors.

Mr. MARSHALL: I admit that certain
complaints are treated free, but the bhospi-
tals will not take certain other cases.
I hope the Bill will be defeated if the
exemption s not incrensed. I do not know
what action the local people wili tuke, but
1 do know they will not continue fo contri-
bute 2s. 2d. a week. Perhaps I would be
correct in saying that all members of
friendly societies are in the same position
as the communitics I speak of.

Mr. Munsie: All who are earning above
the exemption amount are in the same boat.

Mr. MARSHALL: Members of iriendly
societies contribute so mueh a week and in-
sure against hospital treatment. They are
all entitled to consideration. It is not fair to
tax communities who have been so geuerous.
I earnestly hope the Minister will show a
little more consideration for them. The Bill
will refleet upon the Government and give
ihem a great deal of trouble. It will also
lead to a far greater finaneial liability than
they at present expect.

HON. M, F, TROY (Mi Magnet)
[4.58]: I rise to express my opposition to
the Bill, for the reason that it imposes dis-
abilities upon people who have alrveady
shouldered their responsibilities very well in
the matter of hospital treatment and main-
tenance generally. The Minister expects a
revenue of £150,000, His estimate is based
on last vear’s figures, but these are mis-
leading. The position cannot be as good as
it was 12 months ago. The incomes of the
people will not be so great, and salaries and
wages will be smaller than were paid during
last year. Furthermore, there are many
more people out of employment this year.
The Minister will have to moderate his esti-
mate very much, for he will not receive the
amount he anticipates. Many of the sources
of wealth of this country have been seri-
ously affected, and the fountains from which
charity so readily sprung have to a large
extent been dried up. For years past people
in the mining areas have taxed themselves
for the upkeep of committee hospitals, and
have sacrificed themselves in a most complete
manner. I admit they have received certain
benefits for that. TUnder the Bill, however,
they are to pay a tax and will not get any
benefit from it. If they require in the future
the benefits they have had in the past, they
must tax themselves again, in addition to
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paying the taxation under this ineasure. The
people in the more remote portions of the
State—I do not refer to the people in the
metropolitan ares, because they have not in
the past taxed themselves for hospitals—
will be called upon to pay double the taxa-
lion they now pay in order to reap in the
future the benefits they now enjoy from the
hospitals. That jis all they can expect from
this measure.  The committees controlling
hospitals in the back country have great re-
gponsibilities. In the mining areas especi-
ally, the hospitals have to be prepared to
cope with accidents. In addition there are
now probably a larger number of indigeunt
cases on the goldfields than anywhere except
in Perth, due to the faet that our prospeetors
have become aged and in many cases indi-
zent.  They have not been able to make
provision for the future, but are still de-
pendent upon their labour to live. Nowa-
days they get very little return from their
enterprise. The inining industry, unfortun-
ately, has been depressed. Some of the
prospectors for years and years have worked
for practically nothing.  There are large
numbers of these old men pow; and when
they go into a hospital, the hospital must
maintain them. Thus small communities on
the goldfields, nntil lately the least pros-
perous portion of the State, are ealled upon
to shoulder an additional burden. They will
have to pay this tax, and then tax themselves
locally in order to secure the benefits they
have enjoved. This legislation is not of the
slightest value to our people. It does not,
confer the slightest benefit upon them.
Rather does it impose a fuvther penalty in
order that they may vetain the henefits they
now enjoy. I speak of a town in my dis-
trict where the people subseribed £9,000 to
build a hospital, which is their property
while they use it but will afterwards hecome
the property of the Government. T protest
against this legislation. Tf the peeple who
are to pay the tax were to get some benefit,
[ would not raise so much objection, but
would say that in the circumstances some-
thing must be done. Men on wages and
salaries on the mines receiving in excess of
£230 a year will, if they are married, have
to tax themselves additionally. I objeet to
this measure. So far as the outhack dis-
tricts are concerned, it confers no henefit
whatever but imposes a disadvantage.
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Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 21
Noes o 19
Majority for 2
AYES,
Mr, Angelo ; My. McLarty
Mr. Barsard . Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Brown Mr, Parker
Mr. Davy Mr. Patrick
Mr. Doney Mr, Piesse
Mr. l'ergusod Mr, Ricbardson
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Keenan Mr. J. H. Bmith
Mr. Lathsm Mr. Thorn
Mr, Lindsay Mr. North
Mr. J. I. Mann ' (Teiller.)
Nogs.
Mr Tolller Mr, Munale
Mr. Corboy Mr. Panton
Mr, Hegney Mr, -Sleaman
Mr. Johnson Mr. Troy
Mr. Kenneally Mr. Walker
Mr. Lamoad Mr. Wansbrough
Mr, Lutey Mr. Willcock
Mr, Marshali Mr. Withere
Mr. MceCallum Mr. Wilspn
Mr. Milllngton {Telier.y
PAIRS:
AYES. NOES,
Mpr. Sampson Mr, Cunningham
Mr. Wells Mr. Coverley
Mr. Teesdals Mirs Holman

Question thus passed.

Bill read a seeond time.

Message.

Message from the (Gtovernor received and
read, recommending appropriation for the
parposes of the Bill.

In Committee.

Mr. Richardson in the Chair: the Minister
[or Health in charge of the Bill,

Clause l—agreed to,
Clause 2—Contributions to the fund:

Mr. SLEEMAX: This clanse should nol
he allowed to pass without a protest being
voiced. \We ounght to stop the Bill from go
ing through, or at least prevent this rate of
tax from being imposed. How is the Fre
mantle Hospital, which is now geing to the
bad at the rate of €5,000 a year, to avoic
being worse off under the Bill? The onk
Lhospitals which can possibly benefit are Gov
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ernment hospitals. Committees controlling
bospitals should resign if this measure
passes. 1 will resist the Bill to the last
ditech. Paragraph (a) of Subelause 2
refers to exemption from liability to
contribute to the fund, but how many
people witl secure exemption? Persons
earning even £23 a vear will have to
pay the fax, and then will bhave to go
through departmental red tape to obiain re-
funds. .\ man earning just over £230 a
vear will be taxed without obiaining any
benefit. 1 move an amendment—

That in line 1 of paragraph (a) the words
““one peany’? be siroek out.

This will reduced the tax to one halfpenny
in the pound,

Mr. MARSHALL: 1 support the amend-
went, for the obvious reason that it is un-
fair for the Government to tax those sec-
tions of the commmunity which have always
been prepared to look after themselves.
Moyeover, a Bill recently passed was so
eutely worded as to lead people to believe
that unless one carned £52 a vear one would
not be subject to taxation. TLater it was
diseovered that anyone earning & week’s pay
at the rate of £52 a year would be taxed.
In the circumslances, a tax of one-half-
penny in the pound should suffice. Even
that amount will be too mueh to levy upon
people who have paid for their own hos.
pital treatment in years gone by. The Bill
means that the ensual worker who is in em-
ployment for a week and then out of work
for months, will have to pay a tax of 1%4d.
in the pound on the wages he earns. That
is nunjust.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I have previ-

onsly stated that T eonsider the Bill unjust.
It is purely a taxing proposal. Under the
Bill submitted by the Labour Government,
it was proposed to provide hospital accom-
modation Tor those who paid the fax, but
nothing of that sort is ineluded in the Bill
now under consideration. Much of the tax
will relieve revenue, and I oppose the im-
position on principle, becanse it is wrong.
Even the tax of 1%4d. in the pound will be
wrong, but it will eertainly be less wrong
than one of 114d. in the pound. A gradu-
ated tax would enable those best able to pay
to contribute in accordance with their eapa-
city to pay. Members representing country
districts must appreciate the unfairness of
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the proposal and must have received protests
regarding the imposition of the tax,

Mr. BROWN: I am surprised at the in-
consisteney of the Opposition. During the
second reading debate on the Bill, they
preached that insuflictent money would be
provided for the hospitals under the Gov-
ernment’s proposal and now they seek to re-
duce what money will be contributed by the
public. I am muech opposed to inereased
taxation, but I «do not know how it can be
avoided,

Hon, W. D. Johnson: There is a better
way ol imposing it. You would not support
a policy that is wrong!

Mr, BROWN: I fail to appreciate how
it is wrong. The Opposition members have
not mentioned anything better.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Why not incresse
the income tax?

Mr. BROWN: And then the few only will
continme to pay the impost, and
not sufficient money will be raised for the
hospitals. The tax sugzested is equitabls
because everyone will eontribute towards if.
In these times of finanecial siress, everyone
must be prepared to make sacrifices to en-
able the State finances to be balanced.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. MUNSIE: I again draw the atten-
tion of the Minister to paragraph (b) of
Clause 2. As it stands, it applies to every
section of the community. As a matter of
faet, the Minister will find that he will not
collect one-third of the amount that he
hopes to raise from the imposition of the
tax because advantage will be taken of
Clause 10 of the Hospital Flund Bill. That
clause was ineluded to overcome legal ob-
jections that might be taken by employees
of the Federal Government. That will not
be the only limitation. I counld take excep-
tion to the tax under that clause, and the
Government would not have any power to
deduet the tax from my salary. The Gov-
ernment bave practically invited people to
lodge objections under the terms of Clause
10.

The Minister for Health: The objection
will have to be in writing to the Commis-
sioner of Taxation.

Mr. MUNSIE: That will entail neo
tronble. When he was Leader of the Oppo-
sition, the present Premier took exception
to a similar proposal that we emhodied in
our Bill. He snid we infended to make the
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employers taz collectors for us, and that the
emplovers would not agree to be placed in
that position, I now take that objection
against the Government’s Bill. If the em-
ployers refuse to deduet the tax, that will
be the end of the measure. The Minister
will not agree to any alteration to his Bill,
although I merely desire to get more money
for the hospitals,

Mr. MARSHALL:
ment—

That in line 1 of paragraph (b) the words
“‘oue:penny’’ be struck out,

I move an amend-

The Minister will not objeet to my amend-
ment because it applies to wages and sal-
avies specially mentioned in paragraph (b).
The effect of the paragraph is that anyone
who aecepts sustenance as part of his wages
will have to pay the tax. I do not kmow
of any more afroeious proposal subraitted
to Parliament than the Minister’s sugges-
tion that he should take from people, whe
bhave had to apply to the Government for
sustenance, a tax upon wages that inelude
the snstenance. I appeal to the Govern-
ment to exclude from the payment of the
tax those who receive sustenance.

The Minister for Health: It will nof
come from sustenance.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister eannot
say that in view of the provisions of the
Hespital Fund Bill. This means that those
who receive a pound a week will have to
pay the tax, and their employers will have
to deduct the tax from the wages paid,

Mr. Kenneally: And the Government de-
feated an amendment that would have ex-
cluded those people.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is so. It is the
eruellest form of taxation that has been
attempted sinece I have oceupied a seat in
this Chamber.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I hope the member for
Murchison will be more successfnl than I
was. The Minister should listen to reason
and recognise that the caswal worker, or
the man on sustenance, should not be taxed.
A man working out sustenance to the extent
of s. o week will be taxed; a man drawing
£2 25. a week by way of sustenance and
doing no work for it will escape taxation.

The Minister for Health: This will pot
exempt him.

Mr. SLEEMAN: We are justified in fight-
ing the Bill until the Minister listens to
reason and extends consideration to the men
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in question. It is unfair that & man receiv-
ing a little over £230 a year, and having a
large family to keep, should not he eligible
for hospital treatment in return for the tax
payable.

Mr. PANTON: The Minister should in-
dicate how far he proposes to earry the tax.
Surely he does not intend to tax the inmates
of an institution like the Imstitute for the
Blind who may be earning £1 or £2 a week,
The Government subsidise the institution te
the extent of £2,800 a year to keep the in-
mates employed and contented. Do the
Government intend to give with one hand
and take away with the other hand?

The Premier: I let you off a little the
other night.

Mr. PANTON: That is so. The proba-
tioner nurse in the Perth Hospital receives
10s. a week and board and lodging. She
will be taxed 1%%4d. per week. Tt is despie-
able to ask a girl to work 52 hours a week
for 10s. and then take 114d. by way of taxa-
tion, The Minister should agree that peo-
ple in institutions should not be taxed. If
he will not give an assurance, I shall sup-
port the amendment. The member for Pin-
welly said we were not consistent. The hon.
member is the only one on that side of the
House who has spoken on the Bill. We
heard something about the discipline of
members when the Labour Party were in
puwer, hut that was nothing eompared with
the discipline exercised over supporters of
the present Government.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: All
these questions were discussed on the assess
ment Bill. The member for Murchison does
not desire to exclude from taxation men
receiving high salaries.

Mr. Sleeman: He is entitled to do any-
thing to wreek the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: i
that is the intention, he will not get any-

where. I am not going to tax people whe
are on sustenance. No such thing will hap-
pen.

Alr. Kenneally: Of course you are.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I re
peat that T am not.

Mr. Panton: But if a man is working ouf
his sustenance, he will be taxed.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Re
garding the blind people and probationer
nurses, the clause applies just the same a:
that in the Bill which was introduced by
the member for Hannans. Tf the amend
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ment were accepted, everyone receivipg sal-
ary or wages would be excluded from the
operations of the Bill. )

Hon. W, D. Johnson: Will you meet us
to the extent we wish to be met?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
opportunity was missed when the assess-
ment Bill was before wus.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It was refused.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
tax is a Hat one and will affeet rich and
poor in proportion to their incomes,

Mr., McCALLUM: The Minister has de-
liberately thrown oot a smoke sereen. He
says it is not intended to tax the man draw-
ing sustenance, but if n man works for his
sustenance, he will be taxed. The Minister
proposes to tax the maimed, the halt and the
blind, and will not exempt even those sub-
sisting on State charity.

The Minister for Health: Not State chax-
ity.

Mr., MeCALLUM: 8o long as a man
works for his sustenanee, he must pay the
tax. A man in Blackboy Camp who does
a day’s work will have to pay, but if he
sits idling in the camp, he will not pay. How
is it that the independent primary producers
are silent on the measure? Not one of
them dares raise his voice in opposition lo
the Minister. All these things are decided
upstairs. Members’ opinions are moulded
and decisions arrived at for them.

The Minister for Health: You flatter me.

Mr. MeCALLUM: It is obvious that the
Minister is trying to camouflage the situn-
tion and does not want the public to know
just how brutal this tax is going to be.
Why does not the Minister stand up ecour-
ageously and tell the people exactly what
the Bill means, Perhaps the Minister hopes
that when the Bill reaches another place it
will be thrown out. Then his speeches in
this House will be quoted to show what he
intended to do.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mz. SLEEMAN: To give Ministers an
opporiunity to say whether or not they are
prepared to exempt certain people, I move
an amendment—

That the following words be added to the
clause:—*Provided that no tax shall be im-
posed under this Bill on any casval worker
until he shall have earned £52 in that year.’’

The CHATRMAN : The clause has already
been put to the Committee on the question
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“That the words proposed to be struek out
stand part of the cuestion.” The Com-
mittee decided that the words should stand
part of the clause, and therefore I cannot
accept the amendment. The amendment is
purely a proviso and should have been
added to the clause when under discussion.
I rule the amendment out of order.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Do I understand you to
rule that because the Committee agreed that
the words it was proposed to strike out
shounld stand, I am now not able to move
an amendment to the clause; or must I let
the clause go through and submit my amend-
ment as a new e¢lause?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
should have moved the proviso while the
clause was under discussion,

Hon. W. . JOHNSON: I submit that
the object of the proviso is to reduce the
amount ¢of the tax. If it was in order to
move that “one penny” be struck out, then
it is egually in order to move in the direc-
tion of preventing the tax from applying
to certain people. The clause is still hefore
the Committee and any amendment may be
submitted until the clause is adopted. If
we are to let your ruling stand, that the
hon. member’s amendment is ount of order,
ihe scope of the Committee will be limited
in the future in respeet of other measures.
I submit that the clause is still before the
Committee and therefore may yet be
amended.

Hon. P, COLLIER: What is the question
before the Chair?

The CIAIRMAN: The question is that
the clavse stand as printed.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Has that been ear-
ried ?

The CHAIRMAN: No.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Then the amendment
is in order.

Mr. PANTON: Do I understand that in
rospect of this particular clause we sre still
able to add to or take from it? The mem-
ber for Murchison endeavowred to amend
paragraph (a) by striking out the words
‘'one penny.” That smendment was de-
feated. Then the member for Fremantle
endeavoured to amend paragraph (b) and
you, Mr. Chairman, have not yet put the
question that the eclause stand as printed.
Until that is done the clause is before the
Committee. I will admit that it would be
impossible to attempt to amend any part
of the clause before the words “one penny.”
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It does
not seem to me that the member for Fre-
mantle is out of order, because we still have
to decide the question whether the clause
shall stand as printed. ‘We have just de.
cided that the words it was proposed to
strike out should stand part of the elause.
Docs that not leave the whole of the cizuse
still open to discussion? I imagine so.
Apart from that, however, the amendment
is irrelevant to the seope of the Bill.

Mr. Panton: It is a different question the
Chairman is now asked to deeide,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
point I raised the other night that an
amendment that had been moved was con-
trary to Section 46 of the Constitution Act,
1 submit, ean apply in this instance also,
I would like your ruling on this peint.

Mr. PANTON: Your ruling, Mr. Chair-
man, if given effect to will mean a great deal
to this Committee in future, It will mean
that we shall never be able to deal with a
clause thoroughly before it is carried. T
should like you to deal with that question.

The CHATRMAN: I must confess to the
Committee that when the member for Fre-
inantle rose to move his amendment I was
under the impression that the Committec
had passed the clauvse as printed. I admit
now I was iu error. I think the hon. mem-
ber's amendment is in order but the Min-
ister for Health has raised the point that
as I ruled out of order an amendment that
was moved on the previous sitting 1 musl
also rule out this amendment on similar
gronnds, On those grounds I cannot ac-
eept the hon. member's amendment. I re-
gret the error I made in the first inslance;
it was made under the impression that the
whole clause had been put and passed.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Seeing that you have
ruled my amendment out of order, i feel
that I cannot let the Bill go through wilhout
having another parting shot at it. I move
an amendment—

That in the second last line of the clause the
words ‘‘every such person’’ be struck out,

-

I submit this amendment because I ao not
think “every such person™ should be asked
to pay this tax, If the Minister wants to
be fair, he should not collect the tax from
people who are working for sustenance. It
is not desirable that the Bill shounld be sent
to another place in this form. We should
put it in order before it leaves this House.

[ASSEMBLY.

The only thing left for me to do is to mowv
to strike out the words I have quoted in th
hope that the Minister will guarantes tha
casnul workers not earning £52 a year wil
not be taxed, or that the people workin
out their sustenance will not be taxed. I
the Minister were to promise that he woul
instruet the Government paymaster and als
ask the loeal governing bodies to imstrue
their paymasters not to deduct the tax fron
the sustenance, it would go a long way.

Mr. Panton: What would the Awudito
General say about that?

Mr. SLEEMAN: We could find som
way out of the difficulty.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I eax
not aecept the amendment. We have al
ready passed the stage where we empow
ered employers to deduct the tax, and thi

- paragraph deals only with those who shal

pay the tax. I cannot believe that the hor
member wishes to prevent us from collee
ing hospital tax from theose who are abl
to pay. I hope he will not press the amend
ment, for it would only destroy the pars
graph.

Mr. SLEEMAN: 1 do not objeet to th
collection of tax from people who ea
afford to pay it, but I do object fo the col
lection of tax from those who canng
afford to pay. Before the year is out ther
will be thousands who will be taxabl
under the Bill, notwithstanding that thei
earnings have not reached £52 for th
year,

The Minister for Health: They will t
gble to get a refund.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Minister rightl
believes they will not apply for a refum
Even people living in Perth wounld find -
more trouble to secure a refund than th
refund wounld be worth, while people Iy
ing in outlying distriets would certainly n¢
find it worth while to endeavour to sav
the paltry few shillings at stake. The
there are all those people who will be taxe
under the Bill and who shounld get free ho
pital treatment, but who will not get an
benefit whatever from the Bill. The Bill
full of anomalies.

The Minister for Health: Another plac
will correet anything of that sort.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I do not want anothe
place to have to do our work. I hope il
Committee will agree to the amendme:
and so bring the Minister to his senses.

Amendment put and negatived.
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Clause put and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment,
the report adopted,

and

BILLS (2)—RETURNED.

1, Roads Closnre.
2, Reserves.
\With amendments.

BILL-TOTALISATOR DUTY ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 19th November.

MR. MUNSIE (Hannans) [6.10]: This
is another of the Treasurer’s little Bills
from which he is going to get revenue, For
once I think he has estimated corvectly
what he will get if the Bill becomes law,
namely £10,000. The main purpose of the
Bill is to give the Government 11% per cent.
more from totalisator investments than
they are getting now. While it increases
the total dedunetions by only 1 per cent., it
reduces the amount collecied by the clubs
running totalisators hy %5 per ecent., mak-
ing the percentages totsl 13% per cent.,
of which 7% per cent. will go to the Gov-
ernment and G per cent. to the clubs. That
}s what the Bill aims at. The Premier ex-
pects to get £10,000 from the Bill. 1 think
that estimate is about right, because the
prohable falling off in the total receipts bhas
to be taken into account. During the last
three months in Western Australia tolal-
isator receipts have fallen considerably, ad
indeed they have in every other State of
the Commonwealth. Last year the Govern-
ment collected from their 6 per cent. on
the total takings on the totalisator,
£61,155. Adding 1% per cent., if they have
the same investments on the totalisator
thi; year as they had last year the Gov-
ernment will receive this wear an extra
£15,788, making a total of £76,943. But T
am sure there will not be totalisator invest-
ments this year eorresponding with those
of last vear; and se, probably the Pre-
mier’s estimate of an extra £10,000 will
prove correct and will bring the total to
£71,155. Many members of this House and
s fair number of people outside, believe it
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does ot matter how much we tax the sport-
ing community, that they are well able to
pay, and even if they are not it would be a
zood job if sport were taxed out of exisi-
ence. 1 do not agree with that. I do not
wish to see the people of this State or any
other State deprived of their sport. From
a general vevenue point of view, and not
from the point of view of what the sport-
ing man pays diveet to the Treasury, I be-
lieve the sporting comrnounity in this or any
other country ave the best spenders, and so
put more money into circulation than doed
any other section of the community handling
an equal ameunt of money.

The Premier: Then they must have more.

Mr, MUNSIE: No, it is that they spend
more freely.

Mr. H, W. Mann: And no people are more
charitable.

The Premier: I agree with that.

Mr. MUNSIE: No people are more char-
itable, The Government get a lot of reve-
nue from the sporting people in ways othex
than through the totalisator tax. Presently
I shall guote some figures to give an ides
of whai the sporting public do pay in this
State. But I am afraid if the Premier goes
much further in the taxing of sport he will
kill the goose that lays the golden egg.

The Premier: That is not original.

Mr. MUNSIE: No, bnt it is worth repeat-
ing. As I Lave just pointed out, the Pre-
miet received £61,1550 from the totalisator
tax alone last year. This year, if he gete
the Bill through, he will receive £71,156
from that source; that is, provided his extra
1% per cent. does not prevent a consider-
able number of people from betiing on the
totalisafor. Some people have the idea that
the totalisator is always the fairest.method
of hetting.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MUNSIE: Many people imagine {h
totalisator pays a greater percentage b
way of dividends than do the bookmaker:
I am prepared to admit that on every occa-
sion the patrons of the totalisator get som
retwrn from a race. There are cases wher
an outsider wins and the hookmakers pay
nothing. There is no doubt in the mind of
anyone who knows anything about racing
or betting that the bookmaker gets nothing
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like 121% per cent. on his total turnover,
such as iz taken by the totalisator. If the
Bill becomes law this figure will be increased
to 13%%5 per cent. on the amount invested.
If the bookmakers secured that, there would
soon be no punters left. I should like to
show what the sporting community do pay.
First of all, I would emphasise the fact
that there is no tax imposed upon the gene-
ral public that is not borne also by the
sporting community. Those who engage in
this elass of sport pay income tax, land tax,
municipal and road hoard rates and every-
thing else that is paid by the genera) com-
omnity. On top of that, members of the
sporting eommunity paid last year £81,155
in totalisator duties to the Government, and
£999 in totalisator licenses. The tax on
bookmakers’ tickets last year was £6,286.
The stakes tax, which is a special tax im-
posed on horse-racing and represents a per-
centage deducted from the astakes won,
vielded £2,342, and the entertainments tax
paid for admission to the races yielded
£1,775. This State therefore collected in
revenne from the sporting public, in addi-
tion to what was collected from other taxes,
£73,553. The Bill proposes to increase that
amount by £10,000. Already we have passed
an amendment to the Stamp Aect which will
increase the amount paid in stamp duty on
bookmakers’ tickets by £5,000. That will
mean a payment by the sporting community
of no less than £88,5563. That would not be
so bad if it were all. Last year the 6% per
cent. deductions from the totalisator takings
of the clubs represented a payment of
£66,251. In fractions kept from the totali-
sator, more particularly in the case of Hs.
dividends, the public paid in round figures
£40,000.

Mr. H. W. Mann: How do you ascer-
tain the fractions?

Mr. MUNSIE: The hon. member can get
that information from the balance sheets of
the five race clubs,

The Premier: T was informed it was

£23,000 last year.

AMr. MUNSIE: From horse-racing alone.

The Premier: Yes.

Mr., MUNSIE: The fractions from the
totalisator from trotting meetings in Perth
last vear were £11.000. The last two figures
[ gave make a total of £106,000, which added
to the £88,000 I have already given, make
the tota]l payvment for last year £194,784.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Chief Secretary: The fractions were
not taxes.

Mr. MUNSIE: The represenied taxza-
tion on the sporting public. Of course the
clubs get thal. The publie should get more
of the fractions than they do.  The last
time the totalisator Aect was amended I
fought bard for an alteration to provide that
wherever u 5s. dividend was paid, whether
straight out or for a place, it should be paid
to the nearvest 6d., but I was defeated. 1
had an experience at a trotting meeting some
time ago. 1 thought I was going to make a
few shillings and put £2 on a horse for a
place. T received back £1 16s. for a win.
The 1214 per cent. deduction showed me a
loss, and it cost me 1s. for every 5s. I in-
vested.

Hon. M. Y. Troy: You were lucky not to
lose the lot,

Mr., MUNSIE: We are to discuss later
on the Winning Befs Bill, from which the
Premier anticipates a revenue of £5,000. 1
it goes through he will get at least £75,000,
bad and all though the depression may be.

Mr. J. H. Smith: For only {wo or three
months.

My, MUNSIE: It will soon cease becanse
the public will not pay. We have heard a
good deal of argument as to why the rail-
ways are not paying. The Traffic Act has
been amended because of the competition
with the railways on the part of motor trans-
port, and other reasons have been advanced
for the position. Actually, money is being
filched from the sporting public on every
oceasion when a sports meeting is held
TWhen the Royal Agricultural Show is held
the farves to Claremont from Perth and Fre-
mantle by rail are reduced 3314 per cent.
If a man wants to go fo a race meefing by
train he is charged double the ordinary fare,
and in some instances treble.

Mr. H. W, Mann: Three hundred per
eent, more,

Mr. MUNRIE: I have ascertained whal
the rail fares are to the four metropolitar
race-courses. To headquarters the ordinary
first-ela~s fare is 1z 6d., hut on race days:
it is 3« 3d., an tnerease of 1s. 94.

The Premier: When was that done?

Mr. MUXNSIE: Ii has been going on fo
the last ten vears.

M. MeCallum: It was there when you
were in office before.
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Mr. MUNSIE: The public are being
robbed. On the occasion of the last race
meeting at headquarters the department cut
out one train, and no doubt they will have
to eut out another. It pays people to go to
the post office and travel by taxi because it
is cheaper for them to do so. If the rail-
ways want more revenue they can get it by
charging reasonable fares. The second-class
fare to that part of the metropolitan area
is 1s. on ordinary days, but on race days it
is 2s. 3d. To Helena Vale the ordinary fare
is 2s, 10d. first class, but on race days it is
3s. 3d, an advance of only 5d. The second
class fares are 1s. 10d. and 2s. 3d. respec-
tively, again an advance of 5d.

The Minister for Railways: No ordinary
train goes to Helenz Vale.

Mr, MUNSIE: These fares arve taken to
the nearest railway station.

The Minister for Railways: That is a
long way off.

Mr. MUNSIE: They are taken to Swan
View, which is further on than Helena Vale.
The fares in connection with the Canning
racecourse are taken to Maddington. ‘The
ordinary first-class fare is 2s. 8d., and on
race days it is 3s. 3d,, an increase of 7d., and
the second-class fares are 1s. 8d. and 2s. 3d.
respectively, an increase of 7d, In the case
of Goodwood and Belmont, where more race
meetings are held than anywhere else, I have
taken the fares to Rivervale. The oxdinary
first-class fare is 10d., but on race days it
is 2s. 9d., whilst the second eclass fare is Gd.
and on race days 1s. 9d. This is how the
sporfing people are being taxed by the rail-
ways.

The Minister for Railways: These are
special trains and they carry special crews.

Mr. MUNSIE: I admit that, but special
trains are also run to the Royal Show, and
greatly reduced fares are charged.

The Minister for Railways: That is an
all-day job.

Mr. MUNSIE: T have shown that in one
instance the charge is 300 per cent. greater
for race days than it is on ordinary days.
Tt is no wonder that people go by motor; it
i5 cheaper than the first-class railway fare.
The Premier wants extra taxation from the
sporting public, and I suppose he will get
it. They are the most generous section of
the community in every way. I am afraid,
however, that if the Government go much
further they will deprive themselves of the
revenue they new get. They will kill sport

[69]
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altogether by overdeing things. Out of
every £100 invested in the totalisator £13
10s. is taken by the Government. If the
amount is re-invested six times, there is
very little left of it at the end of the day.

The Premier: Is not that the same as re-
gards everything?

Mr. MUNSIE: No. I do not know of
any other case in which taxation takes 1315
per cent, of the capital invested. That is
a pretty big grab. However, the Premier
has the numbers, and so I suppose the Bill
will be passed. The Government are propos-
ing many methods of taxing the sporting
public. One Bill is to take £10,000, and an-
other £3,000. This one is to produce £10,000,
and yet another is to yield £10,000, I won-
der how much further the Premier proposes
to go. By his methods he is Jikely to kill
sport altogether; and if he kills sport, he
will kill Western Australia.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commaitiee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1930-31.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 16th October; Mr. J.
H. Smith in the Chair.

Vote—Departmental, £134,352:

HON. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [7.52]:
This year’s Loan Estimates reflect the finan-
cial econdition of Australia generally, and
show heavy reductions as compared with the
amount which has been voted for some
years past. It is well known that the reason
for the decrease is not a desire on the part
of Parliament or the Government to reduce
loan expenditure, The reason is sheer
necessity. The money is not available either
in Australia or from overseas. I do not
agree with the eontention that if Western
Australiz had not joined the Loan Couneil
we should he able to get all the money we
require, or even any more money than we
are able to secure under present conditions.

The Premier: You are wrong.

Hou. P. COLLIER: Perhaps so. I find
myself in opposition to o rather queer and
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unusual combination—the Premier of this
State and Mr. Lang, the Premier of New
South Wales. 1 am somewhat: fearful of
what is going to happen to the Loan Coun-
cil when two Australian Premiers so far
apart in all other respects combine to
smash up that institution.

The Premier: I would like to smash the
blessed thing, of ecourse.

Hon. P. COLLIER: At least the Premier
is not inconsistent in his view to-day, sinece
he opposed our joining the Loan Council at
the time it was proposed. Without desiring
to offer any eriticisin whatever on the Pre-
mier of New South Wales, I can state that
that gentleman attended the meetings of the
Loan Council and of the Premiers at which
T was present some four years agn, when
the whole basis of the L.oan Council and
of the Financial Agreement was thrashed
out. Mr. Lang left those meetings heartily
endorsing and agreeing to everything that
was done. That was the first regu-
lar meeting of the Loan Council he
had attended. Previously he had at-
tended voluntary meetines. However,
on the ocecagion to which I refer he
agreed with all the proposals for the legis-
lation that wounld be necessary, and said he
would do his best to earry it through the
New South Wales Parliament. Shortly
after his return to New South Wales an
alection took phace, and the Government
who snceeeded had to introduce legislation
to give eflect to the agrecment. Then Mr.
Lang was one of the strongest opponents of
the arrangement. I warn our Premier,
therefore, of the posstbility that his new-
found friend in the attempt to burst up
the Loan Council might twist on him before
the next meeting of that Council comes
round.

The Premier: I hope to get other sup-
porters.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T am rather surprised
at the combination. However, I cannot bring
myself to believe that the credit of any one
State to-day, if the Loan Council did not
exist, would he greater than the credil of
the whole Commgnwealth. If it is con-
tended that we could borrow betier, zet
more money and perhaps on better terms,
outside the Loan Couneil, it merely amounts
to putting up the proposition that the Lon-
don investor would have greater confidence
in any one State than in the whole of the
Commonwealth, I do not believe that that

[ASSEMBLY.]

is the case. Besides, any one State can
borrow under the Loan Couneil; the Loan
Council ean borrow in the name of any one
State. 1f the money were available to-mor-
row, it would be open to Western Australia
to raise a loan, not in the name of the Com-
monwealth at all, but in the name of West-
ern Australia. As a matter of faet, since
the Loan Council was formed, there has
been borrowing in the names of individual
States. When that has been done, the Stafe
whose stocks at the moment stood best on
the London market was allowed to go on
the market to raise the money.

The Premier: There you are!

Hon. P. COLLIER: But there was only
a fraction of difference.

The Premier: Still, it was borrowing on
account, of the Loan Couneil

Hon. P. COLLIER: Can anyone imagine
that we are able to secure better terms as
an individual State than the terms upon
which the Commonwealth ean borrow, with
a sinking fund attached that is going to ex-
tinguish the loan in 67 or 58 years?

The Premier: We always had a sinkiug
fund.

Hon, P. COLLLIER: In name, but not in
reality. )

The Premier: Yes; in the hands of trus-
tees.

Hon. P, COLLIER: But every year for
the last 20 years, at any rate, we have had
deficits.

The Premier: That does not matter.

Hon. P. COLLIER: A contribution to a
real sinking fund can only exist when onc
pays one’s costs of government from one’s
revenue.

The Premier: It was a2 very real sinking
fund. The money was set aside.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes, we were setting
aside money to sinking fund before we
Joined the Loan Couneil, but we have showr,
hig defieits year by year, and we have boi.
rowed to make up those deficits. In other
words, we have borrowed money from Eng
land to pay into the sinking fund.

The Premier: No.

Hen. P. COLLIER: That is the effect of
it. We have borrowed money to pay con-
tributions to our sinking fund.

The Premier: Six millions against 15 mil.
lions, anyhow,

Hon. P, COLLIER: It is not that, fm
no State can be said to be fairly contribut.
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ing to a sinking fund unless that State
shows a surplus on its revenue each year.

The Premier: In that case Australia is
not contributing.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course it is not,
and neither has this State ever contributed.

The Premier: Yes. We contribated 15
millions,

Hon. . COLLIER: The contribution to
sinking fund each year has heen small in
comparison with the defieit.

The Premier: No fear!

Hon. . COLLIER: OFf course it has.

The Premier: No, no!

ITor. P. COLLIER: Has our eontribution
to the sinking fund ever been in the viein-
ity of half a million or three-quarters of a
million?

The Premier: Our contributions to sink-
ing fund have exceeded our defieits.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Not annually.

The Premier: With the earnings.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, with the earn-
ings from the monecy invested. I do not
share the opinion of the Premier and of
Mr. Lang regarding the Loan Council. I
hope there will be no unholy alliance be-
tween the two Premiers in order te bring
ahout the disruption of the Couneil.

The Premier: T want freedom. You
shouwld not object to my joining Mr. Lang
in order to get free.

Hon., P. COLLIER: 1 am satisfied that
we could not do better than we are doing as
a member of the Loan Counecil. I venture to
say there is not a member of this House, or
a thinking person in the community, who
will not agree that even hefore this time,
during the past year or two, when financial
difficulties overtook the Commonwealth Gov-
ermnent, the per eapita payment, the annunal
contribution we get from the Commonwealth,
would have been cut ont but for the Finan-
cial Agreement.

The Premier: I can agree with you.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There would have
been £500,000 less to the State, and that is
secured under the agreement for 58 years.

The Premier: I agree with vou that there
was that danger.

Hon. I'. COLLIER: There is no denying
that that would have been attacked first.
It largelv inflaenced me and other Premiers
at that conferenee in accepting the best
terms we could get because we were at the
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mercy of any Commonweslth CGove.nient
that liked to suspend the per capita pay-
ments at any time they so desired. We
foresaw that the first time the Medera! wrov-
ernment got into financial diffienlties, {hey
would immediately reduce, and then ¢itiekly
et out, the puyment of 23s. per head thal
had been made to the States. It is a cer-
{ainty that that is what would have hap-
pened. The estimated new expenditure this
yvear, apart from loan suspense payments,
is £2,237,000. It is absoluiely imperative
that the expenditure of this money shall be
confined to work, or he spent in divections,
that will he reproductive at the earliest
possible moment. All will agree upon that,
We eannot afford to embark upon work
of the deseripfion that, althomgh we mnay
feel assured they will be reproductive ulti-
mately in years to eome, will not he payable
in the immediate future. What Western
Australia and all Australia require at the
present time is that expenditure shall
be on works that will give an immediate
return to kelp us round the corner and out
of our difficulties. There are many items
that appear on the Loan Estimates vear by
year, from which there is no escape. Tt
cannot be said that they are directly re-
productive. Much of the work T refer to
has to go on from year to year. For in-
stanee, there is always a certain amount of
rolling stock required for the raudways;
additions and improvements have to be
made te our railways; there must be ex-
penditure in eonnection with our electricity
supplies, and so on. All this represents
essential expenditure, but some of it eannot
be said to be reproductive in the semse that
we understand it at present. It is impos-
sible, although with the lessened total
amount available the items have had to he
reduced, to escape from some expenditure
under those headings each year. Certain
il is, I think, that no new railways can he
started during the financial year although
there appear three separate amounts of
£10,000 for threc different vailway Llines
anthorised. That makes a total of £30,000,
but T veniure to say that no start will be
made with any one of those railways dur-
ing this financial year. I do not wish them
any harm but althoungh I would like to see
them started if the money were available,
I do not regard those projects as within
the realm of practical finance at this junc-
ture. It would not be practicable to finance
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the construction of any new railways under
existing cireumstances.

The Premier: There is no certainty that
we will get the money.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But even if we did
get it, I warn hon. membhers who rcpresent
the disiriets affected and who represent
people who have been wailing for the con-
struetion of these lines, not to be too opti-
mistic about the projects. T am afraid the
appearance of the amounts on the Estimates
1epresents merely a pious hope which Treas-
urers indnlge in each year when [raming
their Loan Estimates, There is no possi-
hility of their constructing these new rail-
ways for the present or for some time to
come. We must concentrate upon using all
the money at our command in the develop-
ment of sources already served by public
highways—roads and railways. A saving
has been effected on the Loan Estumates
this year in connection with the Main Roads
Board. T find that £58,000 that had to be
found from our Loan Estimates last year
will not have to be found from that sourec
this year, because, I understand, thz money
is now being found from the Common-
wealth grant. T should imagine that to be
a welcome reduction in the eyes of the
Treasurer.

The Premier: Of comrse we could not find
that money now.

Hon. P. COLLIER: This year, as in past
years, the most important phase of the Loan
Estimates is the amount of money provided
for the development of agrieulture. While
there has been such a heavy reduetion in
the total amount of loan funds available,
it could not be expected that there would be
other than a considerable reduetion in the

vote for the development of agriculture
this year. Last year the expendi-
ture from loan funds was £1,554,000,

and this year it is to be £1,099,000, or
£555,000 less. The working eapital for the
Agricultural Bank was last year £849,000
and this year it will be £820,000. Last year
the expenditure on the group settlements
was £554,000 and this year it will be
£120,000. Last year the assistance to set-
tlers through the Industries Assistance
Board accounted for £150,000, whereas this
year the amount provided is £30,000. This
reduction of £555,000 arises mainly out of
the very eonsiderably reduced amount it is
possible to spend upon the group settle-
ments and one or two other items. I ean-
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not see how the Agricultural Bank can carr
on the work for which it is charged witl
responsibility, on the basis of the figure
I have indicated. Take the position re
garding group settlement matters. We has
to spend £554,000 last year and this yea
the amount provided is only £120,000, Tha
is beeause a great number of the grouj
settlers have been taken over by the Agri
cultural Bank,

The Premier:
over soon.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Prohably a venr
considerable number. These figures, how
ever, show 2 reduetion frem over it ¢
million pounis to £120090, The brnk ha:
been charged with the respon-ibility #nd nc
one who has any knowledge or experienc
of the group settlements will believe fo
one moment that because those areas haw
been taken over by the bank the group set
tlers will be self-supporting. Some of then
will be; a large number of them will noi
be self-supporting. The Agriculiura! Banl
will perforce have to find considerably mon
capital this year for the purposes that hac
to be met last year. The bank did nof
have to assume anything like the respon
sibility in econneection with group settle
ments last year that the trustees wil
have to shoulder this year., If the Agri
cultural Bank is to carry on the groug
setflers, the trustees will have {o be pro
vided with a very large amount of money
There is no question about that. Ther
again, the Agricultural Bank trustees wil
have to shoulder their responsibility througt
the ordinary channels as well and certainl;
that responsibility will be not less ihis yem
than in previous years.

The Premier: Where is the money tc
come from?

Hon. P. COLLIER: I know; I am jusl
pointing out the position. I am not criticis
ing. Tt is agreed on every hand that the
real problem that confronts Western Ans
tralia, to-day, as it confronts the Common.
wealth as well, is that of carrving on the
settlers on the land.

Mr. J. 1. Mann: That is quite true.

Hon. P. COLLIER: This year, the sec
tion of the community I have referred to
have experienced greater difficulties than
ever before, and yet considerably less mones
will be available for their assistance than
in other years. That is the bare fact, be
cause the money is not there. The Agri.

There will be more taker
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cultural Bauk will have greater diﬂiculty'

this year with the settlers on their books
than has heen experienced in the past. The
bauk will noi be able to get in the money
that is= owing to the institution. On the
othe hand, theie will be an inereased 1o-
mand mwade npon the bank for more and
greater assistance. There can be no ques-
tion about that,

The Premicr: I do not think the farmers
will clear as much land in the wheat belt
as in the past.

Hon. 1. COLLIER: I think clearing will
be lavgely stopped.

Mr. MceCallum: It has stopped.

The Premier: 1t will be a bad lookout
tor the State if it has,

Hon, P. COLLIER: 1 am afraid it is
inevitable that clearing operations will be
seriously curtsiled. Every year the bank,
as the Premier knows, receives considerable
payments from its cilents. I do not see
haw 1ouch of that money will be received
this year.

The Premier: You mean on aecount of
interest payments.

Hon. P, COLIIER: Yes, and payments
off capital as well. That has always pro-
vided substantial sums for the trustees of
the Agricultural Bank, cnabling them o
lend the money oul again as it came in.
That was a relief to the Treasury in re-
spect to the Loan BEstimates but that retiel
will not apply this year. I am sorry to
say that there will be a {remendous falling-
off in the payments of both interest and
eapital advaneed by the bank. In addi-
tion to that, the bank has to face the prob-
lem of carrying on the large number of
group settlers who have been transferred
to Agricaltural Bank supervision.

The Premier: The outlay will be much
less in future becanse the work is lavgely
finished.

Hon. P. COLLIER: You mean the con-
strnetional work.

The Premier: Yes. The men have ecows
and the work is going on.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is so. Much
of the work has heen done but there will
gtill be a considerable amount of expense.

The Premier: We are collecting some
of the outstandings now.

Hon. P. COLLIER: From the group
settlers?

The Premier: Yes.

Hon. P. COLILIER: I am glad to hear
it. T should like to know how mmuch.
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The Premier: Well, there is some being
collected.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is ecertainly time
we id collect something from them seeing
that some of them have been on their hold-
mgs seven or eight years, I am not op-
timistie about the group settlers being able
to carry on without further ausistance
trom the Government. That assistance now
can be rendered throngh the Agricultural
Bank, and so we have added responsibili-
ties attached to the work of the {rustees
of that institution. The faet remains, how-
ever, that the revenue derived from in-
terest payments and the refund of capital
payments will show a tremendous falling off.

Nornalup Settlement.

On top of that the bank will be saddled
with the expenditure enfailed in connection
with the Nornalup settlement scheme.

The Premier: I thought that was com-
ing.

Mr. MeCallum: You would have been
disappointed if it had not been referred
to.
The Premier: I knew it was all leading
up to that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: 1 thought T was
covering up the road I was treading.

The Premier: You know that the Ger-
aldton harbour improvements are being con-
tinued. )

Mr. Munsie: That work is not provided
for out of the Agricultural Bank funds.

Hon. P. COLLIER: A smaller amount
is provided for the Agriculiural Bauk this
yvear, although we have added enormously
to the responsibiltities to be carried by the
trustees. Tt it will not pay those who are
already on the land to do any clearing this
vear, I do not think it is a time to embark
upon new clearing schemes. Tf ever there
was a time when we should not embark
upon new schemes, it is the presemt. If
ever there was a time when we should bus-
hand our financial resources and carry on
the men already on the land it is the pre-
sent.

The Premier: How much bas been spent
at Nornalup?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Men on the land are
holding meetings all over the conntry.

The Premier: 1 thought that was eom-
ing.

Hon., P. COLLIER: 1t is true. They
are crving for financial assistance. I am
not biaming the Government. If they have
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not the money, they cannot go io the as-
sistance of the farmers. The faet remains
that the farmers are c¢rying out for pay-
ments, bonuses and guarantees. However,
the Governmnent have not the money and
they cannot concede the requests. But if
they have not the money to enable them to
give a measure of assistance which will al-
low the men already on the land, where
enormous sums of capital have been in-
vested, to carry on, have they the money
to embark upon new schemes? Of course
they have not. The estimates of the Nor-
nalup scheme which the Premier put up
are very aftractive, but in the light of ex-
perience, they are the most fantastic set
of estimaics ever submitted. The estimates
of clearing and roadmaking and other ex-
penses, in the light of our experienee with
the groups are, I might say without being
offensive, utterly ridiculous. Here we are
with a large number of group settlers who
have been on the funds of the State for
periods ranging up to szeven and eight
years, and mighty few of them have, after
that passage of time, become self-support-
ing. In fact we had to find £500,000 lasi
year to keep them going. Yet here we have
launched into another setilement in a re-
mote part of the State. I do not doubt
for a moment what has been said about the
yuvality of the soil, the climate and every-
thing else at Nomalup. It is one of the
most beautiful parts of the State. But I
have not a scrap of faith in the estimaies
pui forward.

The Minister for Lands: You will be dis-
appointed.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I hope I shall he.
Anvhow, we eannot afford to spend money
on siuch schemes at the present time. We
have the experience of the last eight vears
to guide us.

The Minister for Lands: We have profited
by it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is not shown
hy the estimates submitted.

The Minister for Lands: Yes.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If we search the
records of group settlement we find similar
optimiztic hopes and estimates as have heen
put forward on the present occasion. The
griyp settlements were to cost onlv a few
hundred pounds. They were not going to
cost anything like what they ulfimately did
¢osl. There is a similarity between the
statements.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Premier: We shall not spend as much
as was lost on the Wiluna railway this year.

Hon. P. COLLIER : The Wiluna railway
has not been opened yet,

The Premier: 1t has.

Hon. . COLLIER: The mine has not
been opened yet.

The Premier: No.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The railway could
not he expected to pay until the mine began
working,

Mr. MeCulium: The present Premier gave
a written undertaking to build that line. We
only lived up te his undertaking.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I hope the Premier
is not suggesting that the eonstruetion of the
Wiluna lineg was not justified.

The Premier: Of course it was huilt too
0.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We did not build it
too soon. The mine would probably never
have been opened had not the line been built
in time to carry the machinery through. The
cosl of transporting it from the rail head
would have been so great that probably the
mine would never have been opened. But
that is no answer to my criticism of the Nor-
nalup scheme. Parliament authorised the
consiruetion of the Wilgzoa line and it was
commenced when the finaeeial position of
the State was nothing like what it is to-day.
I venture to gay that had the Wiluna line not
been started hefore now, neither the previous
Government nor the present Government
wounld have started it. It was eommenced
fwe vears ago—before the financial collapse
overionk us—and was justified at the time.
But I do not for a moment believe the State
would be justified in embarking on new ex-
penditure of that kind at the moment. I
would not support embarking on new
srhemes of expenditure sneh as that ot
Nornalup. We have 140 men down there.

The Minister for Lands: We have not.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Well, 120, and no
doubt thev will change and give place fo
another 120 within 12 months. Aecording
to our experience of the groups, the men
keep coming and going.

The Minister for Lands: They are dif-
ferent from the groups. The bank runs this
scheme.

Hen. P. COLLIER: Half of the men
drawing sustenance in the city to-day are
from group settlements. Is this the time to
embark upon a scheme of that kind with
men puwked up at the Labour Bureau? T
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have no doubt they are zood honest work-
men; I have nothing to say against them,
but they are men without a serap of farming
experience.

The Minister for Lands:
experienced men.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Men without any
money whatever; men who could not put
up their railway fares. We have bad experi-
ence of trying to settle men on heavily-
timbered land, men without farming experi-
ence and without eapital.

The Minister for Lands: The Yorkrakine
farmers were a success.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is quite a different
proposition to go into the wheat belt, where
land at one time could be cleared for £1 an
aere, and a return could be obtained in the
first year. That was done at a time when
money was not so difficult to obtain as it is
at present. I am not complaining of the
Nornslup scheme or opposing it on its
merits. All I say is that this is not the time
to embark upon expenditure of the kind.
We should have waited for 12 months to
find out bow we stood before launching out
on such a scheme. We have taken men with-
out experience and without capital and are
trying to turn them into dairy farmers. We
shall get no return from the scheme for
years. At one of the meetings of the Loan
Council the Premier agreed that whatever
loan money was available this year should
be expended only on works on which it
would be immediately reproductive.  That
was the statement of the Premier.

The Premier: No.

Mr, Willeock: It was the poliey agreed
to.

The Premier: Within a reasonable time;
not immediately.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I did not mean that
it should be reproduective to-morrow. What
is a reasonable time? That is a matter of
opinion. One person might say thres years
and another five years. The Premier will
not be able to make Nornalup a prosperons
settlement in three years. If he does, he
will eclipse all previous records.

The Minister for Lands: It will be so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is a wonderful
new idea.

Mr. McCallum: There is a saper-optimist
over there.

The Premier: What about the harbours?

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is of no use plae-
ing people on the land to produce wealth

All T saw were

unless we provide facilities for transporfing
their goods and for shipping and marketing
them. I register my strong objection to the
Nornalup settlement scheme, pot because I
think it will be a failure, not that I have
any fault to find with the proposal on its
merits, but becanse I think it is false poliny
to ineur additional expenditure on a new
scheme when thousands of farmers are
elamouring for a few shillings to buy a pair
of boots.

The Minister for Lands: We wonld have
kud to pay sustenance to the men who have
gone to Nornalup.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the Government
are justified in launching new schemes to
avoid paying sustenance, let us take the
whole 1,000 or 2,000 men to whom susten-
ance is being paid and put them down there.

The Minister for Lands: We could not
get the same class of country with a railway
already buiit.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There is plenty of
necessary work to be donme in the country
that unemployed men in the city, drawing
sustenance, could do.

The Minister for Lands: Where is it?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Roads and railways
are wanted. Drainage works are waiting to
be earried out, and in settled eountry ton.
If we have enough money and must pay
sustenance, why not employ the men on
that kind of work, which would be of some
value.

The Premier: We could not afford to buy
rails to build the lines,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Then put them at
work where they will need only picks and
shovels. At present they are deoing work in
the National Park. Are the 1,000 men af
Blackboy Camp, who are costing £1,200 a
week, adding one pound to the value of
wealth production? Are they doing work
that is of any use to any section of the peo-
ple? They are making a pleasure ground.

Mr. Corboy: Making famous the pame of
Mr. Shapcott, the ehairman of the board.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not saying that
at all. They are making a pleasure drive
through the park. But we have not econ-
structed all the roads that are required in
the ecountry. We have not done half the
work necessary in the settled portions of
the State.

Mr., Sampson: There would be the diffi-
culty of housing them.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: The poor fellows
would perish if they had to live in a teni,
would they not? They must have a nice
home where a cook is provided and comfort-
able lodgings! Why, this country has been
opened up and buwilt up and its main work
done by men who lived in hough sheds and
tents, and eamped in the bush beside a gum
tree. The men at Blackboy would be
healthier men if they went out into tenis
or bough sheds and engaged in necessary
work. It is not necessary that the whole
1,000 of them should be kept together, There
is work to be done in different parts of the
State. Twenty men conld be enzaged here,
30 there, and 40 somewhere else. I venture
to say there is not a member representing
a country constituency who does not know
of unlimited work required in the district
he represents.

The Premicr: We might he able te Jo it
if we got the £3,500,000 of loan money which
Las been expended from frust funds.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am not under-rat-
ing the Premier's diffienlties. T know what
a fearful task it is to carry on necessary
work. T am only commenting on the man-
mer in which we are spending some of the
money that is available. The Premier is
out to cut down every one of the items on
the Loan Estimates. The reduction in the
total amount of the Agrieultural Bank is
uns very big, but what we have to consider
ig (e added respoasibility of the banlk thas
vear. I do not think this is the time when
we should embark upon a project like that
at Nornalup, with all the diffieulties it will
carry. I hope that the amount set aside for
the dewvelopment of the goldfields, which
shows 3 reduction from £89,000 to £30,000,
will yet be inercased. I am fully alive to
the difficulties of finding money at the pre-
sent time, but I dec hope the Government
will reconsider the amount set aside for min-
mg development, and will try to find some
money, at any rate to provide sustenance
for prospectors.

Hon. M. F. Troy: The (Governmeni ave
iy providing a penny.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have been making
inquiries for people I know in the hope of
being able to get sustenance for them. I
believe there are 200 men on the list wait-
ing for assistance. I know many of them
myself and the majority are experienced
miners and prospectors. They certainly will
have to get sustenance if they are willing

(ASSEMBLY.}]

to go out prospecting, They will be ver
muoeh better off out on the goldfields wher
they may get a reward for their effort:
Moreover, it is much beiter that they shou!
he out there than remaining idle in the eit;

The Premier: They can take their sw
tence into the country if they want to.

Hon. P, COLLIER: It might cost a litt|
more for sustenance out there.

My, Angelo: One gold find would mak
it all up.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, we are all hoy
ing for that. Certainly whilst they ar
searching for gold, there is always a pos
sibility of coming across something. Ur
fortunately there have nol been too man
finds in recent years, but still there is a
ways the possibiltiy.

The Premier: Always hope.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, even the hop
long deferred that maketh the heart sick. Th
number of men anxious to go out in searc
of gotd is increasing rapidly. T realis
it is almost useless te diseuss the Loan BEsti
males, knowing that the money is nol ther

Retirement of Engineer-in-Chief.

Before I conclude I should like to sa
I regret very muech that the Governmen
have retired the Enginecer-in-Chief of th
State. It is false economy to cut off th
brains of the department, especially wit
the experience we have had in the YWork
Department of Western Australia durin
the past 20 years. I doubt whether ther
35 any other State in Australia, or in fac
any country in the worll, where there ar
50 many monuments—and expensive monu
ments too—to the incompetence of profe:
sional officers and engineers as exist j
Western Australia. Go where we will, w
ean see where money rununing into hundred
of thousands of pounds, in fact, I might sa
close on a million pounds, has bee
absolutely squandered because we hav
had to nceept the advice of incowmpeten
men. It may be said that the Public Work
Department will not be earrying on ver
much work during ¢he next year or twe
Certainly the work will be very greatly »
duced, but it does not matter, I conside
what work is being carried on, we cannc
afford to sacrifice or get rid of the bram
of the department, If work is not bein
carried out in the country, we can redue
the staff for supervising, but there is alway
work to be done in the department by th
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head, work that can only be carried out hy
brains, knowledge and experience, and these
are what count. The saving of a few hun-
Jred pounds in salary is as nothing com-
pared with the hundreds of thousands that
might be lost, and that mest probably will
2¢ lost by employing incompetent men. I
:ould name quite a few of their failures.
[here was £200,000—speaking from mem-
wy—ahsolutely wasted over the Fremantle

lock.
Mr. M¢Callum: The amount was £230,000.

Hon. P. COLLIER: This money was
just poured into the river, simply because
if engineering incompetence and nothing

:dse.  No proper borings or tesis were
nade. The work of constructing the dock

vas started where there was no foun-
lation, and se that huge sum of money
ranished. That was 20 years or more ago,
mnd Western Australia had to abandon the
woject and the State is still without a dock.
Chat is one item alone. Then we have the
hoeking seandal of placing the filler beds
m the banks of the river at Easl Merth.
Chose filter beds have done nothing but
)wolunte the river ever since they have been
onstrueted. We had abundant land
rhere sewage farms could have been estab-
ished as they have heen established, success-
uily too, in the other States. We even
ad an ontlet into the ocean that eouil have
een availed of, an ountlet practieally at the
ack door of the city. But no, the enrineers
£ the time determined thal it was wiser to
woHute the Swan River and creafe a nuis-
nece for the people of the metropolitan
rea. That has been the position ever since
he filter beds have been constructed. Wo
ngineer of any ability or eapacity would
or a moment have suggested the dusclarge
f the sewage efiluent into the river, The
rst filter beds that were built sank aown
nd others had to be cobstructed. Thus,
ot only was the cost of the filter beds
oubled, or perhaps trebled, becansc the
sundation disappeared, but these wretched
1ings will be with us for generations per-
aps, because of the diffieulty now of finding
woney to reconstruct the whole of the sew-
rage system. There we have two ountsland-
1ig examples of incapacity. It was not
ecause of something impossible to forsee; it
as not something that might have happened
) the most skilled professional mun, No;

was hecause the State did not possess a
ngle highly qualified man that we ezper-
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ienced all these calamities. If a competent
man had been in the service of the State,
1 am certain that these follies would never
have beecn committed. In the South-West
there are drainage schemes that to-dey arce
monnments to the stupidity of those iespon-
sible for them. There was one at Denmark
which was the worry of the life of the Min-
isters in the previous Government. Con-
siderable summs of money were spent to
drain some areas at Denmark intv the
ocean, but instead of draining the areas nto
the ocean, the drair was constructed 4ft.
below the sea level and the result was that
the ocean found its way into the area. Some-
thing similar happened in the Busselton dis-
trict, and I am not too sure that thal does
not apply also to a little irvigation scheme
al Harvey. [ am not guite certain that
that Harvey scheme is as suceessful as it

might have been, though it was only
# smmall undertaking. Then in more
recent years we can remember what

happened at the Teel Estate. 1f my memory
serves me correctly, the estimated cost of
draining the Peel Estate was about £57,000.
The actual cost has been £350,000!

Mr. McCallum: It cost £440,000 up to
1926, and the area is not yet drained.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I was told before
I left office that the Peel Estate mever
would be drained; it is all too low. Thers
is an outlet for the water into the ocean,
but each winter’s rain scours the sand down
and creates a bank at the edge of the ocean
which will prevent the estate from ever
being dreined. If at the ouiset an enginecr
had declared that this undertaking would
cost so much, the Government would never
have embarked npon it. But Governments
in the past have been induced to under-
take schemes of this kind because they have
accepted the estimates of engineers, esti-
mates which ultimately proved to be astray
to the extent of as mmeh as 500 or 600 per
cent. There at Peel Estate we have ex-
pended over £400,000 and the original esti-
mate was £60,000! Next let me refer to
Herdsman’s Lake. The Government of the
day undertook to purchase Herdsman’s Lake
because of an estimate that was put up by
the engineers that it could be drined for
£25,000. It would have been a good pro-
position on those figures because there was
& considerable area of first-class swamp land
availehle. The Government undertook the
work of draining the lake, accepting in
all good faith the estimate of the en-
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rineers, I thiuk the ultimate cost was
£120,000, and it is not drained yet. Neither
is the Peel Estate drained yet, and the
sewerage system is most unsatisfactory. 1t
would not be so bad if these works had
proved at all successful, or were likely in
the end to be successful. But after the ex-
penditure of huge sums of money. all the
works I have quoted bave been shocking
failures. These things teach us a lesson
that we should in the future try to avert.
We have had experience, extending over 20
years, of employing incompetents, men who
were not up to their jobs, who were not
qualified. I almost forgot to reler to the
reservoir that was constructed at Dount
Hawthorn and which collapsed the first day
it was used. As a matier of fact these in-
stances I have quoted are only a few that
I have been able io recall. The State is
covered with monuments of cogincering
stupidity and folly, and when we are able
to secure the services of a highly qualified
man, we retire him for the sake ol saving a
few hundred or a thousand pounds hecause
things are slack and nothing very much is
doing. Really, there is much to be done,
although there may not he actual work to
be carried out. This is the time when the
head of a department would have the oppor-
tunity to devote himself to preparing plans
for undertakings which we know will have
to be carried out in the futnre. These works
are postponed merely for the time being;
they are not entirely abandomed. If the
State is to go ahead, many big works will
have to be underiaken in the future. But
apparently we are reverting to the stage
we reached vears ago. There was very great
difficulty in securing a highly qualified man
for the post of Engineer-in-Chief. Now we
have gone back again, and when money once
more becomes available and works are to
be started, we shall not be able to get a smt-
able man. 1 have no besitation in saying
that, except the Engineer-in-Chief, there is
not in the State an engineer qualified to
undertake the works this State will have to
construct in the years ahead.

Mr. Sampson: It means a eertain eco-
nomy.

Hon. P. COLLIER: An economy of £1,0G0
a year! Is it economy to save £1,000 a
vear on this man’s salary and throw away
£200,000 on the failnre of some work?
Would the hon. member practice such eco-
nomy?

[ASSEMBLY.)

Mr., Sampson: If there is no work to t
done, the Public Works Department wi
have to be elosed.

Hon. P. COLLIER: What a glowing se:
timent! There is still some work to be don
We lhave not closed up business altogethe
I understand that one of the reasons for ti
»etrenchment of this officer is that railwa
construetion has been transferred from tt
Publie Works Department to the Workin
Railways. 1 consider that an awh
blunder.

The Premier: It ought to have been dor
years ago.

Hon. P. COLLIER : It ought not. Th:
auestion has been discussed for the last :
years. It was a prominent question at tl
time of the Scaddan Government. T am cot
vineed it is & really serions mistake to tram:
fer railway construction from the Publ
Works Department to the Working Rai
ways.

The Premier: It should kave been dor
vears ago.

Hon. . COLLIER: I cannot agree.
do not think the Working Railway
can or will do it as successfully ns the Pul
lie Works Department have done it. 1
any case, so long as there are any publ
works at all to be done in this State, s
long as there is a Publie Works Departmer
requiring a capable engineer at its head, th:
man should be the most highly qualified ma
we can get. The saving of £1,000 in sa)ar
is only as a drop in the ocean compare
with the hundreds of thousands ¢
pounds that engineers of inferior qualifie:
tions might eost the State, and haye co
the State in years gone by. I do hope it
not. too late for the Government to reeo
sider the retrenchment of the Engineer-it
Chief.

MR, McCALLUM (South Fremantle
[8.48]: 1 expected we should hear son
answer from the Minister. Surely the:
must be some statement to come from fl
Government as to their attitude, some e
planation about the retrenehment of the Ex
gineer-in-Chief. The Press announced th:
the JMinister would take the opportunit
on the Loan Estimates to make an explani
tion to the House. Surely some such e
planation is warranted, is indeed called fo
There must be some announcement from i
Cabinet when & highly-paid engineer is s
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denly retrenched. 1 have no desire that this
matter should be dragged into the realms
of party politics, but it is of such outstand-
ing importance to Western Australia that
surely the Government are not going to sit
dewn and leave it to the Press to announce
the retrenchment of the Engineer-in-Chief.
An explanation to Parliament is the least
the Government can proffer. I venture to
say the announcement in the Press that Mr.
Stileman was to bhe refrenched came as a
shock to the whole of the comumunity, If
any man can he considered to be essential
to the State, it is the Engineer-in-Chief. It
is not a question whether the State can
afford to keep Mr. Stileman, but whether the
State ean afford to lose him. Prior to ob-
taining the services of Mr. Stileman, we
were relying on an Engineer-in-Chief who
was in receipt of a salary of £1,100 per
annum. Aund while we paid n cheap salaxy
we got a cheap service. Since we seecured
a man with a world-wide reputation, ne
have had reports to the Government and
to Parliament that stand out in the history
of the State. lLet us take briefly a few
instances. The Leader .of the Opposition
has mentioned several, and has said quite
correctly that this State bristles with monu-
ments to the incapacities of engineers that
we have had in the past. North, south,
east and west we find monuments to the
ircapacity ond incompetence of engineers
this country has had to put up with. A
million pounds would not cover their mis-
takes, not hy a long way. There was the
Fremantle dock. Over a gnarter of a mil-
lion of money went to the bottom of the
ocean in that one work. Then there was
the drainage of Herdsman's Lake. The
original estimate for that work was £25,000,
and it was afterwards raised to £35,000.
Ultimately the work eost £102,000, and be-
fore settlement ¢an proceed tbere must be
considerably more expenditure on that work.
Consider the way successive Governmenis
have been misled by so-called engineers.
Governments have asked Parliament to vote
money for works on stated estimates; and
when the work proceeded it was found that
the money voied by Parliament was not a
fraction of the ultimawe cost. Those Gov-
ernments would never bave asked Parlia-
ment to approve, nor would Parliament have
approved, of those works had the real ulti-
mate cost been even gnessed at. From one
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end of the country fo the other will be
found water works and drainage schemes
where  thousands of pounds have been
wasted. Take the Wagin water supply.
There £15,000 was spent, and on comple-
tion of the work very little water could get
into the reservoir, and what little did get
in was not held. When I first went there
with Mr. Stileman and the rock catchment
was pointed out to him, he was amazed that
any engineer could have recommended the
pian to the Governmenf. There is £15,0G0
lying idle there.

The Minister for Railways: I am not so
sure that the present scheme is quite satis-
factory. Despite a big rainfall this winter,
thev have not got the water they were told
they would get.

Mr. MeCALLUM: Plenty of water has
been going on to that roeck catchment. They
have a good town supply there now. Those
people were paying a water rate of 3s. in
the pound, despite which they could not get
a gallon of water,

"The Minister for Railways: With a quite
abnormal rainfall this year, they have not
as much water in the reservoir as was esh-
mated.

Mr. McCALLUM: We all know that even
the Mundaring Weir did not in its firsl
year ecatch the estimated quantity. Onlv
in the process of years will these reservoirs
hold. There must be a certain take-up. The
filter beds at Mt. Hawthorn cost from
£12,000 to £15,000, and the first day the
water was pun into them they collapsed.
Then take Churehman’s Brook: That work
was put in  hand without any draw-
ings, without any design. The work
was started and the State commit-
ted to the expenditure. When Mr.
Sitleman took it over there was nothing
on paper to siow him what had been in
the mind of the man who started the work.
On an investigation being made, the man
who siarted the work said the wall was o
go down 4ft. 6in. and rest on a basis of
kaolin, a decomposed granite. When Mr.
Stileman put. a test on that, he found it was
useless and that in consequence the wall
Lad to go down 100 feet. Even in the side
bank, where he tied the wall, there was a
little of this kaolin around which the water
was getting, and ultimately be had to cement
it out. Coneeive the result if that wall at
Churchman’s Brook had heen allowed to rest
on the kaolin foundation 4ft. 6in. below the



1962

surface! Tle whole of the eost of the con-
struction would have heen gone, and the
lives of the people in the valley below jeop-
ardised. Fortunately the work was saved
through the fault being discovered beforc
it was too late. When the Peel Estate
drainage started, the present Premier, who
was then in office, shifted the eontrol of that
work from the Public Works Depariment
to the Lands Department, really establish-
ing a little Public Works Department of his
own. The original estimate of the cost
of that work was £60,000. But by October
1926, when it was handed over to the Pub-
lic Works Department, it had cost £4%7,330.
And still every year the place was liocded.
Wbhen Mr. Stileman took over that scheme
it was costing at the rate of £25,000

per annum to maintain those drains,
or £ per week per settler. By the
expenditure of a further few thous-
ands, Mr. Stileman reduced that cost

from £25,000 to £5,000, and when I left office
he told me that this year he expected to
have it down to £2,000. So there is a sav-
ing of over £20,000 per annum in the main-
tenance of those drains alone. Mr, Stile-
man has saved that amount to the State,
and now he is sacked, Talk about economy;
eeconomy of a mere paltry £1,000 per an-
num! I defy the Minister to show thai he
ean seve more than £1,000 a year by the
retrenchment of Mr. Stileman. Yet on this
one job at the Peel Estate Mr. Stileman
has saved the State £20,000 a year, possi-
bly £23,000 a year. So how can it be ar-
gued that the State cannot afford ¢ keep
Mr. Stileman? We cannot afford to lose
a man of the brains and capacity and sbility
of Mr. Stileman. And let it be noted that
last year was the first year in which the
Peel Estate has not been flooded. The de-
cision to dispense with the services of this
competent official appears to me to be alto-
gether beyond explanation. I ecould name
another smsll job, where in the course of
six months he saved three times his years
valary. Take the Torbay Junction drain-
age.! Money has been spent upon that work
ever since it was put in hand in an en-
deavour to make it funection, It was dis-
covered by 3r. Stileman that the ground
was 4ft. 6in. helow sea level and engineers
had been trving to drain the water into the
ocean. Let me also take the case of Ow-
ingup Swamp. All kinds of arrsneemmnts
were made there to drain the water, but
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fortunately Mr, Stileman discovered that
this place was 7ft. 6in. below sea level be-
fore any work was put in hand, But for
his abilities in this direetion we should have
had another Peel Estate episode. Lef me
take the reconstruciion of the Vicloria
Quay at Fremantle. The work done there
is pasily the best in Ausiralin, if not the
finest in the world. =~ When crossing the
Pacifiec 1 had the privilege of meeting two
Bastern States harbour engineers who had
beer round the world studying harbour con-
struetion., They told me that Mr. Stile-
man’s reconstruction work on Vietoria Quay
was the fincst they had seen anywhere. It
has allowed for double the tonnage of eargo
per foot of wharf to he handled than was
the cuse before the alterations were made.
The saving there must he tremendous not
onlty Lo the shipping companies and the
Harbour Truost, but to the State as a whole.
And yet these things are not Lo be taken
into account. Ay experience of Ar. Htile-
man shows me that he embraces a unmigue
combination, He combines a higily shalled
professional brain with the acumen of a
highly gqualified business man. When we
take the report he submitted to Parliament
on the Fremantle Harbour Works, if we are
not convinced of his capacity, ability, and
wide vision, I do not know what we require
witk which to be convineed. The report has
no egqual amongst all the reports thai have
ever been submitted to Parliament. Never
hsve we had statisties and faets so logically
arranged and presented as we find in this

report. No Premier in his Budget
tpeech or Leader of the Opposition
has ever set out the economiec position

of the State as Mr. Stileman did in thai
report. Tt was a complete inventory of the
State’s resources and its activities, It has
been highly commended wherever it has been
read for its logie, its foreefulness, and for
the way in which the statisties are mmnassed.
It is, in faet, unique. It was submitted to
what are recognised as the highest harhour
construetion anthorities in the world, a firm
of civil engineers that the British Admiralty
call in when they seek outside advice, a firm
that are consulting engineers to the British
Admiralty on the Singapore Base. Sir
Alexander Gibb and partners were in charge
of the civil engineering aectivities of the
British Government during the war and are
amongst the outstanding authorities of the
world. This firm was called in to consult
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on Mr. Stilemsn’s report and gave it an
endorsement with very litile modification.
They themselves called in the civil engineer-
ing department of the Government, who also
endorsed Mr Stileman’s proposal. This re-
port has stood the test of all this investiga-
tion and examination by the bighest authori-
ties in the world. To lose such an expert
merely to save £1,000 a year is altogether
false economy. It will mean a tremendous
loss to the State and a tremendous less in
real value to Western Australia. Not only
is Mr. Stileman an excellent engineer, but
he is a wonderful organiser. He reorgan-
ised the whole of the engineering branches
of the depariment in as complete a manner
as possible.  Efficiency has been brought
about where chaos existed before. The re-
Iationship between the Public Works De-
partment and the other Government depart-
ments was a byword. Particnlarly were the
relations between the Railway Department
and his department diffieult.  There were
branches of the Public Works Department
which were not on speaking terms with
others. Mr. Stileman brought about a
friendly feeling all round. All of the Gov-
ernment departments now work in with his
department. Time was when the Govern-
ment departments were not used by the
Public Works Department. That difficulty,
too, has been overcome. Never before have
all Government departments been used by
the Public Works Department to such an
extent as now. The Government Geologist,
the Government Assayer, the Government
Astronomer, the Lands Departmeni, the Rail-
way Department, are all brought into con-
sultation when expert advice is required for
the good of the government of the State.
All this wonderfully good feeling has been
sreated by Mr. Stileman befween his depart-
ment and the rest of the service of the State.
There was always friction between the Rail-
vay Department but the two departments
are now working well together. Let me take
vater supplies in connection with agrieul-
tural railways. Members from country elec-
orates know that there have been all sorts
»f trouble with the Railway Department
yer water supplies handy {o country towns,
rhen the towns have been without water and
‘he railway dams have been full. Whole
{istricts have been without water but the
-ailways have not suffered, Jr. Stileman
slaced these water supplies under an ex-
pert department with officers who special-
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ised in the work in charge of it, and secured
the co-operation of the railways and of agri-
culturists. No longer was there any jealousy
through one department appealing against
another, one having water and the other
none. A system wag established wherehy all
worked together, and when a water supply
was established the requirements of the town
and the agricultural districts were consid-
ered, before finality was reached. No longer
are there separate supplies. There is one
supply, and greater efficieney has resulted.
Then again, a system had grown up whereby
engineers in charge of different Glovernment
works in the country, who were supplied
with plant, came to regard this plant as their
own, They wonld keep it for themselves. It
would lie hidden in the country and wonld
never come into the city, They kept thig
plant for their own jobs. If another work
was required to be carried out, the State had
to spend scores of thousands of pounds in
purchasing other plani, when all that was
wanted was already in the possession of the
Government, but lying hidden in the coun-
try. Mr. Stileman established a special
plant department. He put this in the hands
of an engineer who took a tally of all the
different plants, issued them when required,
and charged the use of them tup to the job.
No longer can any engineer say that a cer-
tain plant belongs to him alone, The plant
is there for the use of the department and
many thousands of pounds have been saved.
Second only to the report on the Fremantie
Harbour, Mr. Stileman’s report and those
of his officers on the water supply, sewerage
and drainage stand out conspicuously. The
Leader of the Opposition has pointed to the
mistake that was made in adopting the septie
tank system. This has meant spoiling one of
the most beautiful rivers in the world. Perth
is blessed as few cifies are by this won-
derful river, and yet an engineer was
allowed to establish a septic tank system
for the disposal of the sewage into
this very river when Perth is quite
adjacent to the ocean and is surrounded by
vast areas of spare land, Everyone who
examined the situation said it would take
an enormous sum o change over, and that
the city was saddled with the scheme for
all time. Mr. Stileman, however, has given
us a scheme to change over, to dispose of
Burswood, and have either a sewage farm
or an ocean outflow. All the work that is
now done by the Sewerage Department is
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part and parcel of that scheme, and fits in
W.lth it. In this respect, too, he has shown
his knowledge, ability, eapacity, and out-
look. He has given us a scheme that with-
out great expemse can be worked on from
year {0 year as money is available, until
ultimately this blot on the city of Perth will
be done away with. Prior to the advent
of My, Stileman the ruling grade on our
railways was 1 in 40. On every ton of
goods ~ hauled by the railways over that
grade the department lost money. That has
Leen alteved, until to-day we have a ruling
grade of 1 in 80,

The Premier: You always tried to get
that grade, did you?

Mr, McCALLUM: We have it now but
had not got it before. What do the Gov-
ernment think they are going to save by
dispenging with Mr. Stileman's services?
The Government have been most diseourt-
eous in that they have not yet given an
explanation to the House regarding the re-
tirement of this valnable officer. What do
they propose to save? Mr. Stileman receives
£2,400 a year. I understand it is proposed
to combine his position with that of the
Director of Roads. That will mean another
engineer to specialise in roads. The man
who gets the position will he Conunissioner
of Roads and Director of Works. He must
have a fairly high salary. I camnot see
how, in salary, the Government are going
to save more than £1,000 a vear, if that.
In doing so they will lose the services of
a man like Mr. Stileman who, in the short
time he has been here has, as I have shown
by the figures, saved the State an enormons
amount of money. This depression will not
be here for all time though it may last
a year or two. The Enginger-in-Chief is
not thinking a year ahead. He is thinking
20 or 40 years ahead in estimating the re-
guirements of the State. Ts it to he expeeted
that he will be able to think ou, off-hand,
this scheme and that scheme for the benefit
of the State? Everything must ke thounght
out ahead and in its proper sequence. We
should not be rushed, hurry seurry, to do
work without mature consideration.

Hon. P. Collier: Without plans or de-
signs.

Mr. McCALLUM: Yes. The harder the
times, and the more depressed the financial
gituation, surely the more is efficiency re-
quired, the more necessary does it beecomse
that we shonld receive twenty shillings of
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value for every pound that is expended
Millions of State money have been investec
in public works throughout Western Aus
tralia. Those works have to be mainlained
and yet we are to lose the services of a mar
who on the Peel Estate alone has shown th
capacity to effect great savings. Surely
£1,000 a year is not to be taken into aceoun
when considering the efficiency of a mar
to maintain publie works throughout ths
State. Another phase onm which T woul
like to have a declaration from the Govern
ment is on whose adviee the change ha
been made, on whose advice the Governmen
have acted. Surely we are not 'te take 1
that the Cabinet acted without prolessiona
advice, that a Cabinet of laymen have mad
such an important change in the profes
sional staff, retiring the highest-pnid officia
in the country, without obtaining profes
sional advice on the subjeet? Is a laymar
pitfing his opinion against that of trainec
men as to what should be done? 1 do wisl
the Minister wonld tell us on whose advie
{he Government have acted, and whether they
have had professional advice. Are they act
ing on a layman’s opinion? If not, whe
is the professional man who has vecom
mended this ehange? The last phnse of th
matter I wish to deal with is the effec
which this decision to retire Mr. Stilemar
will have on the reputation of Wester
Australia amongst the engineering frater
nity throughout the Commonwaulth anc
abroad as well. When we came to mak
an appontment to the position of Enginecr
in-Chief, we found that the treatmemn
accorded to C. Y. O'Connor had not heet
forgotten. We had that put to us from man)
guarters. When applicants were asked i
interview the selectors, the application:
being restricted to Awustralasia at tha
time, quite o number of applieants with
drew because of the treatment that had heer
meted out to C. Y. 0’Connor. Here we hawv
from abroad a man of world-wide experienc
and reputation. Is he to be treated liki
this? What harm it will do us! It wil
vesur-ect the feeling created by the treat
ment of C. Y. O’Connor. Tt will have a1
il] effect when Western Australia cets bacl
into its stride and its future depends upor
large public works. It is no use maintain
ing that a huze country such as this ean b
developed without preat public works. Wher
this State apain regnires the services o
highly-trained engineers, the ireatment mete:
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out to Mr, Stilemman will not be forgotten.
In that regard, it appears to me, we are
doing Western Austreiia untold damage. It
is not a question of our being able to afford
to retain Mr. Stilemaw’s services. It is a
question of our not being able to afford to
lose those services. T do not argme for a
moment that retrenchmeni should not take
place among the higherspaid officials. I
eould well understand it if the Government
approached Mr. Stileman and put it teo
him that the position to-day is not the posi-
tion which existed when his engagement was
made, that times and conditions have altered;
if the Governinent had endeavoured to see
whether some new arrangement could not
be arrived at with Mr. Stileman. Did the
Government do anything of that sort? I
think the country is entitled to know that
before it loses the services of such an ex-
pert as Mr. Stileman. I feel keenly the loss
that Mr. Stileman’s retirement will be to
Western Australia. In the debate on Lhe
extension of the Fremantle harbour we had
it pointed out to us that other engineers had
designed to build wharves 30 feet above the
water level, and had set out certain prices
for the building of wharves to accommodate
so much tonnage without any provision
whatever being made for dredging. M.
Stileman, however, is most thorough. Al
who have worked with him will acknowledge
how thorough he is, how he insists on col-
lecting all the data and information required
and refuses to be influenced until he has
before him all the material necessary for
coming to a decision. He has got around
him an efficient staff to which this country
can look with every confidence for good
returns from money spent. Hundreds of
thousands of pounds have been expended on
public works from one end of the country
to the other; and one would have thought
that our last action would be to dispense
with the servieces of a man who, even in a
ghort period, has proved himself of such
value. Like the Leader of the Opposition,
1 hope it is not too late for the Government
to recongider their decision and make some
arrangement whereby Mr, Stileman’s ser-
vices will be retained to Western Australia.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Lindsay—Mt. Marshall) [9.22]: T have
listened to & good many tales about failmre
of engineering works in Western Australia.
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Hon. P. Collier: They are not failures,
they are facts.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Hon.
members have gone back 30 years to find
them.

Hon. P. Collier: Some are quite recent.
They run all through the 30 years.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I have
listened to a good deal about what the Gov-
ernment have done in regard to the Engi-
neer-in-chief. I quite agree with what the
previous speaker said about that officer. Bo
far as my knowledge goes, the Engineer-in-
chief is a capable man. At the same time,
I do not think the story which has been told
js altogether right in showing the whole of
our engineers in the past as failures.

Hon. P, Collier: Nobody said that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Cer-
tainly there was no other engineer in the
State, the Leader of the Opposition stated.

Hon. P. Collier: What is that?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
there was no other engineer in the State
besides the Eungineer-in-chief.

Hon. P. Collier: I did not say that. Ez-
cuse me. I said that no other man in this
State was fit to take the position of Engi-
neer-in-chief.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Cer-
fainly the member for South Fremanile
stated

Hon. P. Collier: I want to correet that.
T do not want it to go forth that I said
there was no engineer in the State but the
Engineer-in-Chief. 1 did not say anything
of the kind. I said there was no other
engineer in this State fit to take the posi-
tion of Engineer-in-Chief, which is a differ-
ent thing altogether.

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I do
not want to misquote the hon. member.

Hon. P. Collier: “Hansard” will show.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I took
a note of what the hon. member said. It
is the only note I did take.

Hon, P. Collier: I ask the Minister to
withdraw,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
what T said is not correet, I will with-
draw, I agree +with the member for
South Fremantle that the Engineer-in-
Chief has an efficient staff, That staff
has been gathered over a good many years,
and is ecapable of earrying on the
engineering affairs of this State sue-
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cessfully in future. Unfortunately I
find myself holding the portfolio of
Minister for Works during a very awkward
period in the history of this State. T am
placed in the position of having very little
money to spend. As T mentioned in speak-
ing on the Estimates of Revenue and Ex-
penditure, T have tried to effect economy.
However, I found that in order to secure
the requisitc economy it was necessary to
kave a re-organisation of the PPublic Works
Department. In speaking on the general
Tistimates I hinted at that fact. The mem-
ber for South Fremantle will remember it,
beeanse he replied to me on that point.
I said that further economies were neces-
sary, and that therefore it would be neces-
sary to re-organise the department. These
Loan Estimates show that as Minister for
Works I have £682,375 to spend this year.
That, of course, is considerably les: than
1he amount for anvy previous year. Salaries
and wages amounl to £54,491, showing a
decrease of £5,523. As regards peldfelds
water supply and other water sapplies, the
amount is £11,634, showing a decrcase of
£691. For incidentals in the Works De-
partment the amount is £8,500, showing a
decrease of £176. For incidentals as to
water supply the amount is £250, showing
a decrease of £94. In addition there is an
item of £14,935 for metropolitan water
supply, making a total for overhead
charges of £89,610. That represents 13.16
per cent. I considered it highly necessary
for me to investigaie that phase. On the
13th November I asked the Treasury lu pre-
pare me a fresh statement showing whal my
future position would be. I know thal the
fizures 1 have given are the figures as at
the 1st July. I expected a great deal of
economy to be effected later in the year.
In the figures given me by the Treasurer, my
amount of loan money was reduced from
£682,000 to £603,000, while the overhead
charges amounted to £89,810, or i3.16 per
cent. I maintain that T wounld nut have
been doing my duty by the country 1l L hal
allowed sueh overhead charees lo exist.
It was my duty to see if I could save on
them. When the Loan Estimates for my
department were reduced to £603,000, the
overhead showed an extra saving of
£5,505. Thus I would finish up the
year with overhead expenses of 13.9 per
cent., which I say is too much. 1 called
in the Public Service Commissioner to as-
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sist me in looking for opportunities to make
further econmomies. We did not succeed
Therefore Cabinet agreed that there should
be & reorganisation of the whole of the Pub-
Yic Works Department. That was not a
nice thing for me as Minister for Works.
Like other members, I felt that I had real-
ised an ambition in life when I was ap-
pointed a Minister. Moveover, it 15 one of
the hardest things in the world to have to
tear down a department that las been so
well built up. But I had to do my work.
The position is this: In 1927-28 the lean
expenditure on publie works was £1,607,672;
in  1928-29, £1474,511; in 1929-30,
£1,082,277; and this year it is estimated
at £682,375, but has since been reduced to
£603,000 odd. The position is most diffi-
cult, with considerably less than half the
wsual amoont of lean money available.
Then the Main Roads Board comes in, and
is well mixed up, or will he so, with the
Public Works Department. Loan expendi-
ture on account of the Main Roads Board
for 1927-28 amounted to £642,430; for
1928-29, £725985; for 1929-30, £1,020,-
894; and for this year it has been
estimated at £179,000, but this amount
has been considerably reduced owing
to certain charges which should have
heen made in previous years. The redue-
tion amounts to some £30,000. Last year
these two amounts represented £2,112,171,
and this year the total to be spent Dy the
Public Works Department and the Main
Roads Board is £830,810. Any hon. mem-
ber in my position and confronted with such
a situation would have seriously to consider
the re-organisation of the Works Depart-
ment. I would not be doing my duty to the
State if I allowed such an overhead cost
as 13.9 per cent. to continne, The only way
by which I could effeet a further saving
to reduce overhead costs and to economise
in other necessary direetions, was to reor-
ganise in the way that has heen donme. In
zddition to the Engineer-in-Chief, who came
from England, other engineers, all capable
men, have been employed at big salaries
during the last few vears. They ave still
there. They include the engineer in charge
of harbours and bridges, the railway con-
struction engineer, and the hydraulic en-

gineer, each of whom receives £960 per
year.
Mr. McCallum; Who were those en-

gineers?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS. They
are Messrs. Ellis, Young and Crimp. I be-
lieve those men are quite eapable of earry-
ing on the present work, or any work that
may be undertaken in the future. I have no
desire to be an optimist, aud to say that we
shall secure considerable loan funds in the
future, I bhelieve the amount of loan funds
that will be available to the State next
year, and for some years to come, will be
very small. In view of the small amount
ava'lable for thiz year, T came to the con-
clusion that the loan difficulty will last for
years, and, therefore, I took what I agree
amounted to extreme action. YWhen hon,
members ask what will be the saving, I must
reply that the amount will be considerably
more than has been indieated. That arises
from the fact that ihe Exeeutive Council
minute read as follows:—

1, That the construetion of new railways be
transferred from the Public Works to the
Railway Department. 2, That the whole
of the depurtments and branches under the con-
trol of the Ministers for Works and Water Sup-
ply, including the Main Roads Board, be amal-
gamated and administercd as oune department,
3, That the position of Engineer-in-Chief be
aj)olished, and Mr, Stileman called upon to re-
tire ny from a date to be fixed. 4, That the
Comuissioner of Main Roads he appointed to
control the engineering division of the amal-

gamated departments withont additional re-
muncration,

I a2m satisfied that by bringing the whole
of the various departments indicated under
the control of one Minister—hon. members
must bear in mind that in taking this action
I am practically retrenching myself out of
my position—it is possible to reduce the
staff considerably without, in my opinion,
decreasing efficiency.

Mr. McCallum: But the departinents you
-kave mentioned have always been under one
Minister!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
have not.

Mr. MeCallam: Of course they have.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
are two Ministers, Mr. Baxter and myself,

Mr. McCallom: But surely the depart-
ments you mention have always heen ad-
ministered by one Minister.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No.
The whole of the Preblic Works Department
will now be run by one Minister and not by
two as at present.

Hon. P. Collier: Will that mean the re-
trenchment of one Minister?
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ii will,
so far as T am concerned.

Hon. P. Collier: Well, that will be a
good thing!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I hope
before this Parliament ends that we shall
be able to revert to the six Ministers, be-
cause I regard that as necessary in these
days. I am pot deing this job withount seri-
ous consideration, and I know I will re-
trench myself out of my position.

Hon. P. Collier: But it may be that the
other fellow will he retrenched.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: At any
rate, I have read to hon. members the Exe-
cutive Council minute under which action
was taken.

Hon. P. Collier: What was the date of
that minute?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
not got the date at present. On the Satur-
day or the Monday I gave an interview to
the Press and told them that I intended fo
make a statement in the House on the fol-
lowing Tuesday. The Executive Council min-
ute was signed on the previous Wednesday.
Regarding the position of the Main Roads
Board, when T placed the Main Roads Bill
hefore hon. members earlier in the session.
I was not fully aware of what the finaneial
position would be. When the proposal to
abolish the Main Roads Board was formu-
lated, the main reason was, of course, to
effect necessary economies. The chairman
of the Main Roads Board was appointed
Commissioner of Main Roads at a salary
of £1,500 for five years. I ant mot pre-
pared to subseribe to any suggestion that
the engineeis in Western Australia, with
the exception of Mr. Stileman, are not eap-
able men. I am satisfied there are good
efficient engineers in the Public Works De-
partment fo-day, and I am satisfied that
Mr. Tindale is entirely suitable for the job
we have asked him to undertake.

Mr., MeCallum: Do you think those en-
gineers will stop with you after this de-
cision?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
think so.

Mr. McCallom: You are optimistie.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Those
engineers are in good pesitions, and it is
well known that it is diffienlt to get good
jobs in these days.
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The Minister for Railways: At any rate,
those engineers have not asked to be re-
tired,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Cer-
tainly not. In eonnection with the transfer
of the Railway Construetion Branch fo the
Railway Department, I will agree that that
question has been discussed from the time
of C. ¥, O’Connor. Shortly after 1 assumed
Ministerial confrel of the Public Works
Department, this question was placed before
me. I went through files dating hack 30
years. I agree that the Public Works De-
partment has always opposed the transfer
and that the Railway Department always
supported it.

Mr. MeCallum: Did the present Commis-
sioner support it?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.

Mr. MeCallum: Did you have his report
before you when you came to your decision?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T am
not going to say.

Mr. MeCallum: Whose advice did you
follow?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T will
tell the hon. member, I think T am
telling the storv. 1 went through the files
dating many years hack and I am prepared
to say that had T aceepted the advice indi-
eated in the files, T would not have agreed
to the transfer. But I had to look at the
question from another point of view alto-
gether. A perusal of the Public Works files
showed that the reason advanced against the
transfer was that if the railway construction
work were transferred to the Railway De-
partment, that department would build rail-
ways at greater eost in order fo save main-
tenanece expenses in the future. I do not
agree that that will neeessarily follow. The
Government have the right to decide how
much money shall be spent, and what stand-
ard of railways shall be constrneted. Even
C. Y. O’Connor in his time mentioned that
some of the loan funds might be diverted to
revenue if the transfer were agreed to.
When I analysed the problem, I came to the
conclusion that, naturally, the engineers of
the department would not agree to reduce
their status, We all know that the policy
is always to build up a department, not to
break it down. So I looked at the question
from anether point of view. There are four
railways being constructed to-day.  There
is the Kulja Eastward line, for which suffi-
cient money is available to lay the rails bhut
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no money s forthcoming to tinish the work.
Then there is the Lake Grace-Iarlgarin line,
for which there is alsp sufficient money to
tay the rails, but no money for ballasting and
so on. Then there is the Meekatharra-
Wilana line, for which £18,000 is available
for the whole year, which is just about
enough to maintain the line and run the
traflie, without providing anything at all for
ballasting and so on.

Hon. P. Collier: The line will not want
much ballasting.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Then,
again, there is the Bridgetown-Jarnadap
line, for which £40,000 has been provided.
Thus it will be seen that a small amount of
meney only has been provided to deal with
four lines already under eonstruction, They
will be completed in a short time, and then
I will have the job, as Minister controlling
railway construction, of running the rail-
ways, not building them. Serious difficul-
ties will arise in reeeiving much money in
the future, even enough to finish the rail-
ways. Considering these various poinis of
view, I thought it would be much better to
hand over railway construction to the Rail-
way Department. It seemed to me a com-
won-sense point of view that the department
that runs the railways should build them.
It has been argued that this course should
not have been pursued. I came to the con-
clusion, taking everything into consideration
that it was my duty to the Government to
recommend that the railway construction
branch should be handed over to the Rail-
way Department. The position is that for
the four lines I have mentioned, £203,000
has been provided on the Loan Estimates
and £09,832 has already been spent. I have
been faced with other diffieulties in regard
to the railways nnder eonstruction. Owing to
the low price of wheat, which affects the
Kulja-Eastward and Lake Grace-Karlgarin
lines, if I charged the ordinary freights ap-
plicable on railways under eonstruction, it
meant that the freight from Bunbury to
I{arlgarin would be 8d. per bushel. It
naturally follows that in these times it would
be impossible for the settlers to pay any
such impost. As to the Kulja-Eastward line,
instead of charging 214d. or 2%4d. to conver
wheat 58 miles as in the past, over a railway
under construction, I agreed that the freight
charged should be that imposed on the
ordinary railways. That left me .7d. per
Trushel to convey the wheat 58 miles and the
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railways took .4d. of that for bush haulage.
That reduced the amount available to .3d.
tor the earriage of the wheat over a distance
of 58 miles. In those cireumstances, it will
be seen that the Railway Department could
earry the wheat much cheaper than I, as
Minister for Works, could baul it, beeause
they had the staff to run railways, whereas
the staff at the Public Works Department
was there to construet lines.

Mr. Willcock: But they are able to run
the railways. You should hand over the
line.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
another point. The Railway Department
will not accept any line unless the Engineer-
in-Chief has issued his certificate.

Mr. Willcock: They eould run the line
without taking it over.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:; That is
what we intend to de now, and it will
apply in the future. At an earlier stage I
said that the question of the Main Roads
Board had to be considered.  The over-
head costs had to be taken inte considera-
tion. Last year £65,000 was spent, and this
year I am left for expenditure over the
whole of the year with £178,000, less £30,565
which should have been paid into the sink-
ing fund, but was not so paid. In view of
that position it was absolutely essential that
re-organisation should take place. That re-
organisation has been effected by incorporat-
ing the Main Roads Board with the Pub-
lic Works Depariment itself; sending the
Railway Construction Branch to the Rail-
wzy Department and so reducing overhead
expenses, Under this system the Commis-
sioner of Main Roads will be Director of
Public Works as well.

Mr. McCallum: What salary was he gei-
ting as Chairman of the Main Roads Board?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
think it was £1,500.

Mr. MeCallam: Was if not £1,2007

The MINISTER FOR WORES: 1
think £1,500 was the amount mentioned in
the Bill.

Hon. P. Collier: No salary was mentioned
in the Bill at all.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I was
under the impression that it was, but, at
any rate, Mr. Tindale will not receive any
inereased salary compared with what he has
received in the past.

Hon. P. Collier: I thought you mentioned
£1,500 as his salary.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: [ did,
but the Executive Council minute reads
definitelly that he will take over the
increased duties without additional re-
muneration. I wish to take this op-
portunity to deal with the question

of main roads. 1 bave been confronted
with 2 diffieult position. I wag told that T
would have a certain amount and believing
I would receive that cash, I pledged the
Government to give £1,000 fo 68 local gov-
erning authorities who were owed more than
£2,000. Shortly after I did that, 1 received
4 eommunieation from Canberra to the effect
that the main road grant was to be reduced
by £96,000, which left me in a serious posi-
tion. In order to find out what the position
really was, I got a statement from the Tren-
sary. [ want to tell hon. members that if
I cannot carry out my promises to the local
governing hodies, they can easily realise why
that is not possible. The financial statemeat
sets out the position as at the 3ist October,
1930, The receipts show the Commonwealth
contribution, spread over five years at
£384,000 per annum, giving a total of
£1,920,000. The State contribution is
shown as £795,210, less the compulsory
saving advised by the Commonwealth Gov-
crnment  of £96,000, giving a total of
£2,619,210. TUnder the heading of expendi-
ture, works account for £2,351,443, and sinh-
ing fund £30,565. That was the amount 1
mentioned earlier when 1 said I knew no-
thing about the position until I found that
the money had not been charged up in the
past, and had to be debited up against my
aceount.

Mr. MeCallun: Against what?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Against
Federal aid roads.

Mr. MeCallum:
Fedexal money.

The MINXTSTER FOR WORKS: That is
not this year’s, In my estimate I made
provision for £22,000 per annum sinking
tund. That also is out of the £384,000,
But against that the Treasury found an
amount not paid previously, and now it is
charged up to my Federal Aid Roads Fond.

Mr. Me¢Callun: But the Commonwealth
deducted sinking fund before they paid over
to us.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
leaves me with a halanee of £130,398 avail-
able for the whole f this year. The pre-

That ecame out of the
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vious figures I gave dealt with the work in
hand, whereas this is the money I have
available since the beginning of this month
to carry me through the remainder of the
year. So it cannof he expected that I shall
be able to assist loeal authorities to any
great extent. Also I have to find £45,000
for bitumen for certain roads that have
been completed up to a certain poini. That
is the reason why the reorganisation had to
be made: the amount available has heen
reduced from £2,112,171 last year to
£830,810 this year. It follows that I must
reduee the overhead costs. I called in
the assistance of the Public Service Com
missioner, and after doing everything pos-
sible to get the costs down I finally decided
upon a re-organisation of the Public Works
Department.

Mr. McCallum: You have not told us
upon whose adviee it was you acted.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
could not call in any outside advice. I had
to go into the thing myself, make up my
wind, bring the matter before Cabinet and
get their approval. After all, I knew that
if I did not make a dscision nothing would
be doue, and certainly I could not expect
any engineer lo advise me to do this. Ti
was for me alone to decide on the informa-
tion | had before me. I have heard it sug-
gested that this matter was not known to the
Engineer-in-Chief until he read it in the
newspapers. Buf as soon as I had Cabi-
net’s approval, I arranged for the Public
Service Commissioner to ask Ar. Stileman
to wait apon him at his oifice. Mr. Stileman
was at the office before 12.30. Up to that
time no officer in the department knew what
I was deing. After luri¢heon Mr. Munt and
Mr, Tindale were sent for and were told of
the matter by the Public Service Commis-
sioner. If there is any responsibility attach-
ing to anybody else, it is certainly not to
the officers of the Public Works Depart-
ment. It was a thing about which I could
not ask one of our own engineers. I had to
make the decision myself and get the ap-
proval of Cabinet. It was very necessary
that I should reduce overhead costs. There
are too many engineers and too many drafts-
men for the work available. What I am
doing now is to keep a skeleton staff.

Mr. MeCallam: Yes, a shkeleton without
a head.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
keeping a sufficient skeleton staff to build
up again when the oecasion arises. There
is very little work to he done in the engi-
neering department, and nothing at all in
the architects’ department, What I am aim-
ing at is to keep on cutting down the over-
head expenses and maintain a skeleton staff
50 that I can huild up again in the future. I
believe that when the men on the bottem
rung of the ladder have to work half time
it is my duty as Minister to deal also with
the man at the top.

MR. WILLCOCK {Geraldton) [9.50]: I
had intended to speak at some length on
the Loan Estimates, but the Leader of the
Oppeosition has eovered most of the ground
1 had meant to go over. However, this
retrenchment of the Engineer-in-Chief is of
such grave importanece as to justify fully
any remarks I may have to make. Men-
bers on this side do not desire that this
question should be decided on party lines.
If there is one thing that can be decided
without any party feeling, surely it is the
filling of the highest administraiive posi-
tions the State has to offer. There is no
desire on this side to make any political
eapital out of the decision arrived at by
the Government. From what the Minister
for Works has said, and the great use he
bas made of the first personal pronoun, it is
clear that he has gone into this matter with
a strong personal bias and has sueceeded
in influencing Cabinet, I feel that when
the whole matfer is calmly and dispassion-
ately studied in the light of our experience
over many years, the Government would not
be displaying any weakness if they inti-
mated that they were prepared to recon-
sider their decision. Rather would it be a
sign of strength, an acknowledgment of ad-
ditional faets placed before them and of
additional reasons why the occupant of this
important office should be retained in the
service of the State. In a State of the
immense size of Western Australia it is
highly necessary that we should have ex-
pert engineers to carry out immense publie
works, and the House will agree that we
must have at the head of the depariment the
most highly qualified man available. If it
could be shown or even suggested that there
has been revealed in anything Mr. Stile-
man has undertaken a want of capaeily or
ability, we might be with the Government
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in their desire to make a change. But of
course there has been no question as to
Mr, Stileman’s capacity to carry on the
engineering work of the State. During the
five years that Mr. Stileman bas ceeupied
his oflice, our engineering work has been
eminently more successful than at any other
period during the last 25 years. [t is gener-
ully conceded that Mr, Stileman’s ahility
stands ont and that he is eminently fitied
for his post. If we are prepared to re-
irench such a man for the sake of £1,000
a year, it is about time we shut up shop.
We hear a lot of talk of the necessity for
efficieney in the carrying out of our State
activities. If efficiency is necessary in the
earrying out of established concerns, how
muoeh mwore is it necessary in the planning
and building of important works that have
to be constructed in Western Australia. Re-
organisation may be necessary, but after
all we require the most eapable brain to
advizse us even in regard to that reorganisa-
tion. If for lack of work it is necessary
to dispense with one or two engineers, surely
that is not to say that we should dispense
with the supreme head of the department,
If a firm snch ag Boans were suffering from
trade depression they would scarcely sock
the manager who has helped to build up
the business. Se, too, if Cuming Smith
wera to decide wupon economies, they
would not sack their specinlly able
inanager who in all circumstances can he
trusted to run  that husiness.  Again,
with the banks and financial institutions, we
do not find them sacking their managers.
If considerable enrtailment of expenditure
and retrenchment were necessary in the
Commonwealth Bank, the Commonwealth
Government would not sack the manager.
Highly important decisions have to be made
by him, and the Secullin Government, not-
withstanding the pressure brought to hear
on them to dispense with the services of the
man responsible for its policy—aceording
to Press reports—refused to do so.

The Minister for Railways: It was seri-
ously suggested that thev should sack Sir
Robert Gibson.

Mr. WILLCOCK: But the Government
were big enough not to do so, notwithstand-
ing the political pressure that was said to
have been brought to bear upon them from
their own side. They reappointed him,
knowing that he possessed the capacity, ex-
perience and knowledge safely to carry the
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couniry through a very serious and stressful
time, Those comparisons apply to all big
undertakings. I agree with the member for
Sonth Fremantle that it is not a guestion
whether we can afford to keep the most effi-
cient man in the job. It is a question whether
we can afford to do without him.  Affer
what has been said by the Leader and the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, I consider
that a sufficient case has been made out to
justify the Government in reconsidering the
steps they have taken. If the matter is to
degenerate into a party quarrel or strife, it
will be so0 much the worse for Western Aus-
tralia. I hope that will not happen; there
is no necessity for it. I think that the
Government, after reconsidering the matter,
will agree with the gospel being preached
throughout Australia that what is required
is efficiency of service. If we can get that,
it does not matter so muck what the priee is.
I have not much to say regarding the Loan
Estimates. The Leader of the Opposition
has touched on several items with which I
had intended to deal. I sympatkise with the
Premier owing to the reduced amount of
money available for public works. Even in
the best of times the Governmeni have an
immense number of requests for the expendi-
ture of loan money. Some of the requests
are desirable, some important, some neces-
sary; some are essential to progress and
some arc practically fundamental to our ex-
istence. We have largely banked on agri-
culture, represented by the extension of our
wheat and wool industries. When the pre-
sent Government took office seven months
ago, I think it was their policy to continue
along the safe lines on which the State had
been developed during the previous 10 or 12
years, namely increasing the production of
wheat and wool and making other aspecis of
agricultural development comparative side-
lines. Shortly after assuming office, the
Minister for Lands went to the Eastern
States and stayed there five or six weeks or
longer to ascertain whether money could he
obiained or what decisions counld be reached
regarding the extension of wheat growing
and wool raising.

The Premier: Cheap money.

Mr. WILLCOCK: That was the policy
the Government had in mind. Whatever
money was available was to be spent in the
best way, no matter whether it was cheap
or dear money. Apparently the policy was
to concentrate on wheat and wool production.
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Seven or eight weeks after the Government
took office the publicity report, for which
the Premier was responsible, stated—

When Professor Prescott’s report (on the
3,500 farms achente) has heen considered by
the Government in all its aspects, an announce-
ment of policy will be made concerning a
scheme which has filled a very important place
in the agricultural aspirations of the State.

The concluding sentence of the paragraph
read—

In this, as in all other matters, the broad
outlook and ready cnterprise of Sir James Mit-

chell will find ample scope for expression and
early aetion.

That report was issued under the auathorify
of the Premier. Presumably he saw it, be.
canse it bears the statement that it was
issued under his authority. I do not sup-
pose the Premicr would have allowed anyone
to issue a statement under his authority un-
less he had perused it.

The Premier: It is the first I have heard
of it.

Mr. McCallum: What is the date of it?

Mr. WILLCOCK: Tt was issued at the
end of May.

The Premier:
appeared.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Does not the Premier
recognise this, “Western Australian activi-
ties; issued under the authority of the Pre-
nier”? The member for Northam was
Premier at the time.

The Minister for Lands: T think yon were
responsible for a lot of that.

Mr. WILLCOCK: It does not say any-
thing about the ample scope and ability of
the Hon. P. Collier. It says that the broad
outlook and ready enterprise of Sir James
Mitchell will find ample scope for expression
and early action. T am not quarrelling with
that expression. I suppose most people would
agree that he had a broad outlook and
showed enferprise. I cannot find anything
very wrong with the paragraph except that
the promise contained in it was not earried
out. That is the point I am coming to. The
Minister had a policy of extending agricul-
tural development, bat when the Premier
came on the scene and desired to take a hand
in the formulation of the peliey, he turned
again to group setilement and to the South
West and made that aspeet of activity
raramount.

The Premier: I have been trying to get
money for the 3,500 farms scheme,

I do pot think that ever
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Mr. WILLCOCK : That was the poliev
of the Minister for Lands. He had ideas
regarding the formulation of a policy and
the works he intended to undertake. He
went to the Eastern States in furtherance of
that policy, but appavently it was turned
down to suit the Premier. After all his in-
vestigations, the Minister apparvently was
told to scrap his scheme, pack off to Norna-
lup and do something that the Premier had
in mind.

The Premier: Nothing of the sort. You
know you started the 3,500 farms scheme on
cheap money, and yon know the cheap
money was denied us until an investigation
had been made.

Hon. M. F
ir,

The Premier: I did, did 1?

Mr., WILLCOCK: I know I had to de-
fend the position with regard to the making
of proper inquiries hefore we started the
scheme,

The Premier: Why?

Mr. WILLCOCK: To see that the coun-
try was in a proper condition to settle,
that it was a safe, sure and sound proposi-
tion before we put money into it.

Hon. M. F. Troy: It was a good thing
we did make the inquiry.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes. I have never
seen the report put up by I'rofessor Pres-
cott, but he went into the matter of the
salinity of the soil, and found that very
little of it was affected, and that the vast
majority of the area it was sought to de-
velop was ready to be developed when it
was time to take amother step forward
Whilst that was the policy of the Minister
for Lands, it seems to have undergone a
change.

The Minister for Lands: It has not been
changed. We carried out the investipation
which my predecessor wax asked to earry
out.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The policy of the
Lands Department was to proceed with
agricultural development and wheat grow-
ing generally. That has been serapped.

The Minister for Lands: It has not been
scrapped.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I am only looking at
the Loan Estimates.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt has been suspended.

The Minister for Lands: Until the inves-
tigation is completed.

Troy: You rushed us into



[25 Noveaser, 1930.]

My, WILLCOCK: This is not the only
land suitable for wheatgrowing.

The Minister for Lands: Where can we
get land within reasonable distance of a
railway?

Mr., WILLCOCK : The Minister has seen
a lot of good land thet could be opened
up in my district.

Hon, P. Collier: There is a lot of land
at Wanneroco.

The Minister
railway.

Mr. WILLCOCK.: I am not putting up a
special plea for any particular district. We
have already reaped a handsome reward in
the matter of the State’s prosperity from
the policy that has been in vogue for the
past 10 or 12 years, the policy of wheut and
wool growing. It is a safe poliey to pur-
sne if there is any money for its develop-
ment. T agree with the Leader of the Op-
position that this is no time for extensive
agricultural development. We shall have
a hard job to save the industry as it is now.
Every shilling that can be saved and seraped
together from any source should he saved,
scraped and put together to assist the in-
dustry through its very serious time of
stress and frouble. All those engaged in
the industry are in an uproar of discontent
and dissatisfaction consequent upon loss of
hope and the black outlook confronting
them. They are meeting in hundreds in
every centre, from Northampton to Wagin
and Lake Grace; wherever there are agri-
culturists they come together to discuss the
scriousness of their position, and way~ and
means whereby it can he improved. They
are not meeting as units of some small or-
ganisation or branch of the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association, but are meeting in large
pumbers irrespective of any organisation
io diseuss their position, and the steps that
c¢an be taken to alleviate it. They are all
agreed that the immediate necessity is finan-
¢ial assistance to tide them over their posi-
tion.

The Minister for Lands: If we gave them
all there is on these Estimates it would not
provide them with very much,

for Lands: You want a

Mr. WILLCOCK: I do not know that -

we need to give them all the money on the
Estimates.

The Minister for Lands: We cannot do
that anyway.

Mr, WILLCOCK : It is propesed to raise
money from certain avenues of taxation. I
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understand one proposal of the Premier has
already gone by the hoard,

The DPremier: Perhaps ‘yom
pleased.

Mr. WILLCOCK: No. I do not snppose
the Premier himself is pleased at having to
inerease taxation. I should be glad if we
could get enough money to be sble to give
some practieal assistance to the people on
the land.

The Premier: We are in a very awkward
position. T suppose we require at least two
millions.

Mr. WILLCOCK: It is an awkward posi-
tion.

Hon. P. Collier: If there was any taxa-
tion that was justified it was the tax that
was lost. If we cannot tax those people
whom can we tax?

The Premier: Yes.

Mr. WILLCOCK : T agree that we should
not engage in experiinents just now nor
should we spend money on new schemes. T
do not want to deery the South-West.
Eventually it will be ome of the
richest parts of the State, but like other
centres it canoot be developed without
money. We are beginning to get the results
of the policy of the past. We should not
concentrate, as some people expeet us to do,
on a policy of puttinr peaple without capi-
tal on the land. That is one reason why
we must have a veconsideration, when there
is any cheap mouey available for develop-
ment, of the policy that people should go
on the land without money. My opinion is
they should at least have some of their own
money so that they may be taking some of
the risk. If there is =nything to gain they
gain it all, and they should be prepared to
take some risk.

The Minister for Railways: If that bad
been the poliey in the past you would not
bave settled much land in Western Austra-
lia.

Mr. WILLCOCK: It would not have
greatly harmed the Stale if we had delayed
for a little while.

The Minister for Railways:
would have meant a big delay.

Mr, WILLCOCK: A year or two in the
life of a nation does not amount to much.

Mr. Kenneally: If there had been a delay
in the group setflemenl it would have been
of some benefit to the State.

will bhe

But this
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Mr, WILLCOCK: T do not wish to em-
bark upon a debate on that point. What I
tear is that the inanguiation of a new set-
tlement scheme under Agricultural Bauk
conditions, somewhal similar to the group
settcment scheme, will encourage a belief
that group settlement is going on, and will
prove expensive for the people. The Pre-
mier has been very conservative in one diree-
tion, such as has been stressed in the re-
marks that were made concerning the Engi-
neer-inchief. We should make uwp our
minds what we are goir g to do in the future.
When the Minister for Lands was in the
northern distriets, he went apparently with
the idea that as no railway construction was
likely to take place there it was of no use
making an inquiry as to where railways
could be put if the money was available.
He was satisfied with the quality of fhe
land, as everyone must be seeing thaf over
a comparetively large area the yield was 30
bushels of wheat to ‘the acre. XNo
one expeets we are going to huild
railways just now, but the cost of
an inquiry as to the route that will
be taken when the railway is laid down
would not amount to much, Many farmers
own large blocks of lard. It makes a lot of
differenece to the development of those areas
if the owners know where the railway is
going to he built, and when it is likely to
be buili. They know then where to build
their houses, lay down their water supplies,
and effeef all those other improvements that
are so coniingent upon the route the rail-
way fakes. There 18 not very much harm,
if a railway is going to be built—and I am
sure the development of the distriet will
warrang raillway construction—in the people
responsible for the selection of the route
going through the district and naking a
pronouncement as to the probable direction
of the line. The Minister for Launds pro-
mised to stress the desirableness of the
Railways Advisory Board going through the
districf and making inquiries. I hope the
few pounds necessary for that investigaticn
will be found; the local people will pro-
vide motor cars and even food and susten-
ance for the board. The Premier chips in
occasionally when I speak about the Gerald-
ton barbour. In anything I say as te the
affairs of this country, the Geraldton har-
bour does not worry me, for I know that
that harbour is warranted, and that it would
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not have been constructed if it had not
been warranted. The business of the port
has increased six-fold during the last six
years,

The Minister for Railwavs: Ts it satis-
factory?

The Minister for Works: Highly satis-
factory; greater progress than any other
port in Western Anstalia.

The Minister for Railways: T mean, satis-
factory from the point of view of ship-
ping?

Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes. T did see that
the captain in charge of the first ship to
enter ecomplained a little about zround
gswell. However, that has existed at Gerald-
ton for many years. It takes place ahout
every two or three vears under certain
peculiar weather conditions. The last time
it occurred was, I think, fonr reavs ago,
in June.

Hon. P. Collier: It was :had luck that
the first ship to come in should encounter
that,

The Premier: No doubt it was the anni-
versary of the ground swell.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The harbour is abso-
lutely warranted. The people of Geraldton,
while not perfectly safisfied at the harbour
not being constructed with greater expe-
dition, sgree that with the limited amount
of loan money available the Government are
giving them a fair deal. The export of
wheat has risen, from 400,000 hags five
vears ago, to about 2,000,000 bags this vear;
and every other item has gone ahead in the
same ratio. Thus there is no doubt about
the justification for the Geraldton harbour
works. When the harbour has heen com-
pleted and ships go there to irade, it will
be an immense advantage to the distriet.
It will likewise he an immense advantame
to the Wiluna goldfield, which will be able
tn ohtain its stores from Geraldton much
more cheaply. Thus the cost of production
will be lowered, in accordance with the
gospel being preached throughout Australia.
Finally, we must not make a party question
of the appointment of the Engineer-in-
Chief. T is a question that can he decided
without any party feeling.

The Premier: We should nof make a
party question of anything.

Mr. WILLCOCK : The importance of the
position of FEngineer-in-Chief should in-
floence the Government in regard to recon-
sidering the matter. T hope members on
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each side of the House will fearlessly ex-
press their opipions as to this important
subjeet. After opinions have heen expressed
Ly all shades of politieal parties, if the
consensus of opinion is, as I think it will
be after mature consideration, that an alter-
ation of policy would be in the best inter-
ests of the State, I hope the Government
will be big enough, if they conclude that a
mistake has been made, to alter their de-
¢ision and do something that will he for
the ultimate benefit of Western Australia.

HON. M. F. TROY (3Mi. Magnet)
[10.26]: T wish to say a few words on the
general administration of the Mines epart-
ment. The vole is much lower than it was
in previous years, and therefore I hope the
Minister for Mines or the Premier will give
the Committee some assurance regarding
assistance to prospectors. That is to-day a
Durning guestion on the flelds. Month after
month and week after week the Mines De-
partment have promised to grant assistanee,
but up to date they have not done so. On
the Estimates of Revenue and Txpenditure
I drew attention to the fact that certain
officers of the Mines Department had re-
ceived increases in salary. The salary of
the State Mining Engineer was raised from
£900 to £960. That gentleman has enjoyed
a number of increases in the last few years;
and while I eriticise the faet, I do not eriti-
cise the merits of the officer. I have no
objection whatever to the officer, and in
prosperons times there weuld bhe nn ~hjec-
tion to his heing particularly well recom-
pensed. But it is an extraordinary thing
that at a time like this, when the Govern-
ment are introducing Bills to reduce sal-
aries, an officer’s salarv should he raised
from £900 to €960 a year. Tt is an extra
ordinary thing also that at a time when the
activities of the department are much less
than they have ever leen in the hisiory
of the Stiate, officers have less work and
more salary, 1 voice my objection to that
prineiple. My remarks ave direcied not to
the ofticer but to the principle, This is no
time for increased salaries, and the increase
here is not justified in view of the fact that
the department cannot find a shilling for
the industry. The same thing applies in
regard to the Inspector of State Butleres.
Last year that officer received an inerease,
and this yvear he gets another. Whilst say-
ntg nothing detrimental to the merits of the
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officer, I say that he should not receive an
increase while the prospectors cannot get
any assistance whatever.

The Minister for Lands: This will be an
antomatic increase.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I do not care what
it is. The question of automatic inereasss
does not excuse this at all. It is an extra-
ordinary thing that whilst to-day the de-
partment presided over by the Stale Min-
ing Engineer and the Inspector of btate
Batteries have reduced the carting subsidies
and not given a shilling to the prospectors
in the industry, the officers themselves re-
ceive increases of salary. I repeat that my
1emarks are not dirveeted against the officers,
hut entively against the principle. I con-
sider it extraordinary and wrong that in a
department whieh ecannoi raise a shilling for
mining development we find an officer re-
ceiving £900 a year increased to £960. It is
unjustifiable in the eircumstances. i want
to enlist the sympathy of the Minister re-
garding another phase. ‘There is a great
possihility of a revival of the gold ;nining
industry. Considerable interest has been
taken in the industry of late and the devel-
opment of Wiluna will he followed with
antieipation. The mine is equippea with
the most up to date machinery in the world
and it is possible that its methods of pro-
duetion will have a great effeet on ihe de-
velopment of the industry. From tie to
time new mines are heing discovered, hut
in these davs we do not hear much ubout
suck ineidents. The newspapers do not
give as much attention to mining discoveries
as they did 20 years ago. A few months
back a new find was located at Mount 3ag-
net and & erushing of 200 tons was put
ithrough for a return of two ozs. to the ton.
Anuther good show has been opened up at
The Gap, not far from Nannine. T wua tol-.
it had heen sold for £3,000. One or two
other good mines north of Sandstone have
proved consistent gold prodncers. All these
mines have heen discovered within the past
few vears, and had they been discovered 20
vears ago would probably have been floated
into conpany propositions. To-day there
are many good leases, but the necessary cap-
ital is not available to work them.
Moreover, the conditions that obtainerd
generally more than 20 years ago do
not exist to-day. I do not wish to
stress that phase, except to make a poiit
regurding prospectors who left the gold-
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fields in years gone by. They came to the
city because they wanted to allord their
lamilies opportunities in life. There aere
no opemngs in the baek country for their
children to learn trades or to engage
in professions. Employment was found
in connection with sewerage and other works
but at present they ave confronted with the
unemployment preoblem, and many old pros-
pectors arve going baek to the fields. They
are men whe would be prepared (o siay onut
for 12 months without returning to their
homes, Some of them were promised susten-
ance and went to the fields on that basis.
One of them returned to the ity
the other day and told me ibat
he had been promised sustenance but had
not received a shilling during the three
months he had been away. He said it was
extraordinary that he could retorn to Perth
and receive the married man’s sustenance
here. That is'a strange policy for the (Gov-
ernment to pursue. They refuse sustenance
to a prospector on the fields and vet, as the
particular prospector | vefer to said to me,
“I can come to Perth and draw my sus‘en-
ance hecause I am regarded here as a damned
nuisance to the Government' That sort of
administration is not in the interests of the
country. To-day ontdoor relief is provided
for married men with families, yet the pros-
pector eannot get similar relief, although
he is prepared to engage in prospecting
work in the back country. I do not wish
to say more about that, because I hope the
Minister is sympathetie, and that he will do
something to assist the old prospectors. If
the Government are not prepared to extend
a little help to the men in the industry, we
eannof expect much trom outside eapital.

The Minister for Mines: In recent years
the habit has been growing of not helping
these men from outside sourres, but of send-
ing them to the Government for sustenance.

Hon. M. ¥. TROY. That iz not so.

The Minister for Mines: We have proved
it during the last few weeks.

Hon. M. F. TROY : In my electorate there
are hundreds of men who have never ve-
ceived sustenance and will not ask for it

The Minister for Mines: I know that, b1t
the fact remains that the habit T suggest
has been growing.

Hon. M. F. TROY : I know some men who
have worked for two or three years in the
bush withont any return. I know men who
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have made three fortunes out of mining and
every penny they made they put back into
the industry.

The Minister for Mines: I am talking
about the assistance from outside capital-
ists and I say the habit has heen growing
of sending the prospectors to the Govern-
ment.

Hon. M, F. TROY: In the old days, gold
was much easier to fiud than it is to-day.
When men are without resources and have
a family {o maintain, they naturally go to
the Government for assistance. Who does
nat go to the Govermmnent to-day with less
justification?

The Minister for Mines: Gold was never
easier to find than at Larkinville.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Can the Minister say
where there are a few more Larkinvilles?

The Premier: We would be well on our
way now if we knew of them.

Hon. M. F. TROY: If we could secure
some such advantage, no sustenance would
be required by prospectors. I hope the
Minister will help those engaged in the in-
dustry and I still have confidence that he
will do so. Dealing with group settlement
matters, I notice that the valuation of the
group blorks has almost been completed.

The Premier : There are about 100 more
to deal with.

Hon, M. F. TROY: The loss on the hold-
ings will be not £3,000,000 as has been
stated, but £4,000,000. The first loss is that
on property values. It must be remembered,
however, that over £900,000 is involved in
abandoned loeations. Hundreds of thous-
ands of pounds will yet have to be spent in
bringing many of the holdings up to the
standard of a ten-cow proposition. The
members of the Committee must not expect
that all the group settlers are now in a posi-
tion to pay their way. There are hund-
reds of blocks on which thousands of pounds
will have to be spent because the settlers
and the land are backward, I do not
wish to eriticise unduly the Premier who
is in charge of group settlement matters,
but he is not entitled to mueh generosily
at my hands, e certainly gave me seant
help when I bad to undertake the diffieult
task of reconstruction. In faet, he did much
to embarrass me.

Mr. H W. Mann: Well, don’t be spite-
fol
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Hon. M. F. TROY: The justification for
our work is t¢ be found in the fact that
the whole country recognises that the ve-
construction was absolutely essential and
that without if, the group settlements could
not have been placed on a sound footing.
Blocks that we abandoned are still aban.
doned, despite the particulars included in
o veturn that was furmished in veply to a
cequest by the member for South Freman-
tle (Mr. MeCallum) earlier in the session.
1 Bnd that the return is misleading and does
not represent the faets, Within a compara-
_ tively few months of the Labour Govern-
ment going out of office, these alleged facts
are produced in the House, and yet they
ure wrong and misleading. I do not know
who prepared them or who instructed them
to be prepared, but T should say they were
by the Premier.

The Premier: T cerfainly did not prepare
the return.

Hon, M. ¥, TROY: To anvone who did
not know the real position, the impression
would be gained that there were not many
abandoned holdings. It showed that quite
a number of the holdings were not aban-
doned but were available for selection. As
a matter of fact, every holding that
had been abandoned was available for
selection before we left office. Particulars
were published in the “Government
(inzette.”” HunAreds of them were offered
for a mere song. DBlocks on whieh £2,000
Lad heen spent were offered for £200. So
the whole justification of the Collier Gov-
erntnent’s administretion is that events have
vindicated what was done. The Premier
uzed to say in the House that the land was
all right, but the administration was all
wrong. As a matier of fact, the land was
not all right, the settler was not all right,
and the Premier knew it. Numbers of group
settlers left holdings that were carrying 15
cows, and the next day walked into the
Charities Department and asked for assist-
ance. Yet we were told the settlers were
all right.

Hon. P. Collier: They did not get that
assistance, and so they marched round
town blackgnarding me.

The Minister for Railways: Men whe
have been hack only a fortnight from Wynd-
"ham have come in and asked for assistance.

Hon. M. F. TROY: As L say, settlers
whose holdings have earried 15 milking
eows have walked into the Charities De-
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partment and asked for assistance. It was
all very well for the Premier to say the
settlers were all right, because those set-
tlers had votes. As a matter of fact, in
many instances the settlers were not all
right, although admittedly there were good
ones amongst them. Before the readjust-
ment of the blocks, there were 2400
locations, and from time to time they had
on them 3,000 settlers. So the land was
not all right and, as I say, in many in-
stances the settlers were not all right, {he
trouble being that there was too big a per-
contage of bad land and bad settlers. I did
the best L could to assist those settlers and
help build them up, but T had to withstand
attacks in this House and in the Press de-
claring that what was wrong was the ad-
ministration, Take the estate purchased
from the present Premier: that land was
unsuitable, for the drainage on a 100-acre
farm cost the State £800. When the then
Premier saw the estimate he was staggered
to think that it was to cost £800 for the
drainage of 100 acres. T will say no more
nhout that.

Mr. H. W, Mann: 1 am afraid vou will
mention it again.

Hou. M. F. TROY: When the Premier
was advetising bhis slogan, “God speed
the plough,’’ T always felt that in his own
farming schemes he left the pleughing to
God. However, that is all T will say about
it, but he is very lucky that he did not
et an attack which in the circumstances, I
conld have made. I certainly wish the Pre-
mier well with the group settlement schewe.
I am now in the position of receiving com-
plaints from the group settlers who write
and tell me his administration is all wrong,
However, I do not encourage them; do not
even reply to their correspondence, so God
bless the Premier, and I hope he will do
well for the good of the State. He iz de-
veloping a poliey that, while not entirely
new, has something new in it. He has pro-
mised the seftlers that they shall be earning
£ 10s. a week before being called upon to
pay any interest. That is exceedingly gen-
orgus.

The Premier: I have not
them anything of the sort.

Hon. M. F. TROY : It has been puablished

promised

- in the Press that the Premier guaranteed

them £3 10s. a week before they would hare
to pay interest.
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Hon. P. Collier: Some of them will never
be paying interest, and so they will be
right for life.

Hon. M. F. TROY: 1 wonder what the
wheat farmer will think when he hears
that the Premier has promised the group
settler that he shall have an income of £3
10s. a week hefore being called upon to pay
interest.

The P’remier: I have not said anything
of the sort.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Well, I will show
the hon. member the published statement.
It occurs to me we shall never get any in-
terest if the Premier adopts that policy.

The Premier: I have not adopted it.

Hon. M. F. TROY: How will the Pre-
mier know what the group settler is earn-
ing? It is a most generons proposition,
but T hope it is not to be the Premier’s
policy.

The Premier: I assure you it is not; T
can de no more.

Hon, M. F. TROY: T will aceept the
assurance. If the Premier thinks he can
depend on the settlers telling him what their
incomes may he, he will be very much disap-
pointed. T have had group settlers bitierly
¢ondemn me for what they called a starva-
tion wage. One of them sent me a return
giving his income as £1 7s. per month. He
askedl how T eonld expeet him to live an fhat.
But T had something ap my sleeve, for on
the best suthority T knew he was earning
a salisfactory inecome. So if the Premier
is going to estimate the earnings of the
settlers from their statements to bim, he will
not make a very accurate estimate. I hope
he will insist upon the group settler estab-
lished by the expenditure of a huge sum of
public money, and who virtually has had
many hundreds of pounds handed out to
him—T hope the Premier will insist upon the
group settler paving his debts. Before 1
left office there were settlers with incomes
up to £300 per annmn. I knew that becanse
1 had it from the bank. Those men were in
a position to pay their debts, but they would
not do so without the strongest pressure be-
ing put upon them. I kunew of group
settlers who had £200 a year in cream
cheques alone, and still complained that they
could not make a living. TWhen those people,
living on the lowest-priced blocks in Aus-
tralia, can milk from 15 to 20 cows, they
ought to he able éo pay their debts. They
have had a very zood deal, and I hope the
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Premier will make them stand up to their
obligations. The Agricultural Bank has now
taken over the settlers, and there are no
figures to indicate just how much money has
heen expended this year on group settle-
ment. During the term of the Labour Gov-
ernment there was a big reduection in the cx-
penditure year by year, and I hope that re-
duction is being maintained. Considering
that dairying is the most prosperouns indus-
try in the State at present, quite a nomber
of the group settlers ought to be in a posi-
tion to pay their debts to the State.

The Premier: Some of them are paying.

Hon. M. F. TROY: When [ left ollice I
was acquainted with the figures, and T know
that quite a number of the settlers were in
a position to payv. I noticed that the Pre-
mier introduced a policy of putting five
acres under intense culture, but I gnarantee
that that poliey was not carried out by one
settler. I smiled when I read of it. It was
quite impossible to achieve when a settler
had to engage in farming and dairying op-
erations, [ am glad that the valuation of
the holdings has been completed. Althongh
I never proposed that the backward proper-
ties should be valued immediately, I sugpes-
ted putting them on a decent footing, Tho
hackward settler on the backward holding
will become a further charge on the depart-
ment, and the day will arrive when he will
demand another valuation, and will get it,
too. Other settlers will then ask for another
valuation, hut they should not he entitled to
it, because the country has been very good
to them. Regarding the general position in
the agricultural industry, I often wonder
whether the (Government are seized with the
seriousness of the situation. I shall be can-
did and say that early in the year I did hope
that the farmer would receive 3s, 4d. for his
wheat, I did not expect 4s. T thought
that it he ecould get 10s. per hag,
80 per cent. of the farmers could make
their propertics pay. But we have reached
the edge ot the precipice. The advance
by the pool is 1s. 4d. a bushel or 4s. per
hag, and the price in the market is about
2s. 3d., it that. With the best equipped
farm in the State, that is an unpayahle
price. 8o it occurs to me that apart from
any legislation we are considering, the Gov-

* ernment oucht .to consider a poliey for next

vear. If the Government do not make a move
in the direetion of trving to do something
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for next season, they will he guilty of cal-
Jous indifference to the farmers.

The Premier: We cannot do anything
without a considerable amount of money,
and we are endeavouring to fix i1hat up.

Hon. M. F. TROY: I am not aware of
that. The position is so serious that the
Governments of Australia ought to get to-
gether, and if nothing can be done for this
season, they ought to make some provisicn
for next season,

The Premier: We were together the other
day.

Hon. M. F, TROY: I am noi blaming
the Governments. I am not in fuvour of
farmers rushing to the Government as soon
as they fail to make their properties pay.
They ought to try to pay their way. But
if present prices continne, they mnst go to
some authority becanse they cannot help
themselves. All the Governments of Aus-
tralia are interested lin wheat produetion.
The industry is importani, becanse it annu-
ally vields the highest production execepi
wool.

The Premier: It is higher than wool.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Wool was higher
for a time, dbut wheat 1is probably
more valuable now. It is so import-
ant to our welfare and employs so
many people, not only in the industry but
outside it, that the Governments ought
to get together and endeavour to find some
way out of the diffieulty. I noticed that in
Canada the Governments of the varions
Btates have conferred to the same end.
Something will have to be done if the in-
dustry is to be saved. As I have said, 1
do not believe in farmers rushing to the
Government immediately they are in trouble.
The old settlers, who were on the land be-
fore the war and immediately nfferwards
and who have received good prices for years,
cught to be able to stand a sieze for ome
year, but they could not stand a siege for
several vears, The new settlers who have
been on the land for only five or six years
have very little chance, becanse they have
been increasing their liabilities in order te
develop their properties. I have no
objection to the Nornalup scheme, provided
the Government do not place the settlers
more than 10 miles from the railway and
provided they bave the money to spend, but
some of the settlers are more than 10 miles
from the railway, and the Government have
not the money to spare. The Government
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ought not to isolate those settlers in country
where roads are bad and ecommunicalion
is diftieult. If the seitlers are loecated
20 miles from the railway, I say
it is a wrong policy indeed. If the alterna-
tive facing the Government is to buy land
along existing raillways or to put seitlers
on Crown land adjacent to existing rail-
ways, the beiter policy is Crown land, be-
cause the settler can be established muen
more cheaply. If the alternative is between
the Government putting new settlers on the
land and refusing snpport to the old sct-
tlers, it is a bad poliey to take new settlers
in hand to the negleet of the old settlers.
‘We have reached the stage in this State
where, like an army in difficulties we have
to dig in, and maintain the ground we have
won before attempting to make a further
advance. I hope the Govermment will ap-
preciate the wisdom of that policy. Refer-
ence has been made to the 3,500 farms
scheme,

The Premier: That is hung up: we can-
not get the cheap money.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Just imagine the
trouble we would have been in to-day had
we proceeded with the scheme a fow years
ago! The position would have been terrible.
We would have had \some thousands of

additional farmers on our hands and neo
means with which to provide for them.

As I said when I was Minister for
Lands, it is a good thing to make haste
slowly. The Collier Govermment did not
rush into that scheme. We insisted upon its
being investigated from every standpoint. 1
have no doubt that at some future time
the scheme will be brought to fruition. The
money will then he availahle and the settie-
ment will be gone on with. Tt was a good
thing we did make haste slowly, and that we
did not embark upon that scheme when we
might have had the opportunity to do so.
T sympathise with the Government in their
difficuities. I do not propose unnecessarily io
embarass them. It is up to all sections of
the House, the Government and all parties,
to help those who are on the land, and to
build up every industry in the State. Qur
scle ohject should be to put the State on a
sonnd basis. T also make an appeal for the
miners, that a fine body of pioneers who have
already done so much for Western Australia,
that they may continue to develop our min-
eral resourees.
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THE PREMIER (Hon. BSir James cannot afford to pay 6 per cent. for it.
Mitchell—Northam—in  reply} {i1.0]: TLondon is closed to us, but New Zealand is

The Leader of the Opposition =aid that if
we had not signed the Financial Agreement
we wonld have been in no better pusition
to-day as borrowers than without it. My
answer is that we would be in a muech bot-
fer position, To hegin with we couli not
be in a worse position than we occupy to-
day. We gave up our financial freedom
when we signed that agreement, and we
know it. 1 admit we would not be gething
what is the equivalent to the per capita
payments of £472,000 that we are getting
to-day, and the Federal Government woull
not be payving the contributions towards our
sinking fund, Thaose two things are an ad-
vantage. But we must remember that we
have given up our freedom.

Hon. P. Collier: Where wonld you gel
the money otherwise?

The PREMIER: There is a good deal of
money available in the world just now. We
could get it in London if we were free to
do so. When the Leader of the Oppusition
had the opportunity he could get muney
in London, The Loan Couneil has ueva
Functioned satisfactorily from the fir-v day.
Our position is that we are £3,500,00u0 be-
hind seratch owing to the fact that we could
not zet the money we were aunthorised to
pet, and spent in anticipation of get-
ting. The financial arrungements were never
satisfactory, otherwise we would not have
gone hack to sueh an extent. We nave to
recover this lost ground before we set out
on any borrowing policy that will meet onr
needs.  We have gone back in three years
on the amounts authorised for expenditure
by the Loan Couneil to this enormous
extent. I am certain the credit of the State
would have been sufficient to enable uws to
get money at a lesser rate of interesi ithan
6 per cent., and get the money we want to-
day. When we disenssed this matter hefore,
I said that if our farmers got into vrouble
we should have no freedom of action. The
worker would be the first to suffer, and then
the farmer under the conditions of the
agreement. It was inevitable it must he so,
noi only now bhut in the future. This year
we are getting very little loan money. I
do not know what we shall get, but it will
be very little. Next year we shall probably
get very little more. There is no
money in Australia to meet the loan
1equirements of the Government, and we

able to get what she wants.

Hon. P. Collier: Why eannot Australia
do so?

The PREMIER: I do not know.

Hon. P. Collier: Your argument means
that the reputation of the rest of Anstralia
is so bad that it eannot get money, and
therefore we cannot.

The PREMIER: Our security is hetter
than that of most and always bas been,

Mr. McCallum: The price of our stocks
indicates that.

The PREMIER: 1 was associated with
Mr. Lang, the Premier of New South Wales,
in a diseussion regarding the Loan Coun-
¢il. I have no objection to linking up with
him when he is endeavouring to do what
I consider the right thing. In any endeav-
our to get some measure of freedom in eon-
nection with borrowing I would go with him,
but only so far. If he wanis to de any-
thing unconstitutional I shall not be found
with him.

Hon. P. Collier : If he geis on the mar-
ket you will get no money because he will
borrow all that he can possibly get in Lon-
don.

The PREMIER: 1 shall not be linked
with him in borrowing on the London mar-
ket, or in any part of Anstralia. Nothing
can be worse than the present position. In
the matter of finance we have wnification
amongst the banks. We cannot move hand
or foot. We shall probably have 4,000,000
aeres under ecrop next year, and 2,000,000
acres under fallow. TUnless wheat advances
in price before the next ¢rop someone will
have to come to the resecue. It is dreadful
that in national troubles of this sort we
are unable to help, heecause we cannot help
ourselves. I am not responsible for the
position. I opposed the amendment to the
Constitution and the agreement.

Hon. P. Collier: I agree with you that
we counld get money if we were not in the
Lioan Couneil,

The PREMIER: I do not want to be mis-
understood. I have stated the advantages we
get under the agreement. We are entitled
to them. The £300,000 that comes to us is
coniributed by our people. I do not see why
we should not be free to borrow, and free
to do what is best for ourselves. I have
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suggested there should be a meeting of Pre-
miers to consider the state of the finanees.

Hon. P. Collier: There is provision in the
agrecement for an alteration with consent.

The PREMIER: Yes. The seven Gov-
ernments would have to agree. The acting
Federal Treasurer said in this morning’s
paper that upon the Prime Minister's re-
turn we might meet and discuss the whole
question. I am sure it will be necessary to
meet then, if not before, because the posi-
tion is becoming worse all the time.

Hon. 1?. Collier: It would be a good thing
because an alteration to the agreement might
be eonsidered,

The PREMIER: 1 do not propose to take
violent measures sueh as to eall out an armed
force and the like. I want what is best for
the State. The remarks of the Leader of
the Opposition might lead people to think
we were spending an immense amount of
money at Nornalup. It is no a big
sum, only a matter of £6,000. Already
we have 100 men there who wonld
have been drawing sunstenance, represenfing
halt the sum we are spending. The work
is being done under the Agricultural Bank.
I do not think our wheat farmers will clear
more land with wheat at present prices.
Wheat is down to half the price it was, and
g0 15 hay; sheep are selling at about &
fourth of their proper price; wool is at
half its value. At any rate the Leader of
the Opposition will be pleased to know that
only £6,000 has been spent to date.

Hon. P. Collier: Will it not be a regular
monthly expenditure?

The PREMIER : Anyone listening fo the
hon. gentleman would think that the amount
spent at Nornalup was euongh to give con-
siderable help to the wheat farmer.

Hon. P. Collicr: The expenditure has
bheen started only a few weeks,

The PREMIER: Xo; some months.

Mr, MeCallum: What would keep a hund-
red men down there making farms would
keep a hundred men on established farms.

The PREMIER: These men are available
to clear the land. I am surprised at the
suggestion that no money is to be spent ex-
eept in one direction. People must not
be left in idleness when something can be
done. I hope that a greater amount of money
than now appears possible will be found
to help the farmers in their {ime of trouble.
Leg-roped as we are, tied hand and foot
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under the Financial Agreement, we are de-
pendent entirely on what the Federal Gov-
erninent ean borrow. We know that at pre-
sent London does not look favourably upon
Australia. T hope the Leader of the Oppo-
sition realises that we ave leaving, and will
leave, no stone unturned. Any small thing
that is heing done is done to help people in
distress, and no great sums of money are
being spent. As to group settlement, one-
third of the settlers are able to live and
pay interest to some extent. Another third
are up to about the 10-cow stage. The re-
maining third have sttll to be hrought up
to a stage when they can produce enough
to live upon without any help at all and to
meet interest. We are not paying very much
now; verv little is going out.

Hon. P. Collier: That means that two-
thirds of the settlers are self-supporting
now?

The PREMIER: Pretty nearly self-sup-
porting,

Hon. . Collier: Are you insisting upon
the 10 per cent. supporting themselves, and
are you refusing them any further assist-
ance?

The PREMIER: Certainly. The balauce,
I hope, will be brought up to that stage be-
fore long. Some of the settlers are earning
several hundreds a year. In one case a man
earning over £400 refused to pay any inter-
est. He is payiug now. He was brought
under the bank, and was not permitted to
go free,

Hon. M. F. Troy: Three years ago some
of the settlers were earning £200 a year.

The PREMIER; They must understaad
that the time has come when they have to
live and help to pay interest on the money
they bave had.

Hon. P. Collier: They have been so long
on Covernment assistance that it will be
pretty hard to bring them to that frame of
mind.

The PREMIER: It will be pretty hard
to get them inte that frame of mind when
they will make a struggle to pay. These
settlers, of course, do not pay once a year.
In dairy farming they get their money really
once o week, instead of two or three times
a year as in wheat farming.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.16 p.m.



